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It was fascinating watching the 
trains go by. I remember watching 
many freight trains. I saw many car 
transports go by. We never messed 
with them in any way (we were just 
neighborhood kids, not vandals.) I 
must admit, however, that a penny 
or two may have met their demise 
on those SP tracks. 

The SP locomotives that I recall were 
painted either black or dark grey, and the 
cabooses were brown Southern Pacific Bay Window cabooses. I really want one of 
those in G Scale, but I’m not ready to pay over $100 for one. Maybe I’ll design and 3-D 
print one for myself one of these days. 

In December 1975, I watched the American 
Freedom Train roll by my house. It was 
being pulled by GS-4 Northern #4449, 
which was painted red, white and blue, 
and was impressive to see. One unusual 
thing that I remember was that I believe 
that this train was heading south on the 
tracks, rather than the usual northbound 
direction. 

A few years ago, my youngest son and I 
were visiting Portland, Oregon. We walked 
into a free railroad museum downtown 
and there it was: The very same GS-4 
#4449 that had rolled past my house back 
in 1976. It was now painted in the standard 
orange SP “Daylight” colors. 

A photo of the American Freedom Train 
in January 1976 near Miramar, California. 

GS-4 #4449 in Portland, Oregon, in May 
2019. 
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THE 3-D PRINTING DEPARTMENT 

Building a Krauss-Maffei ML 4000 “Cab Unit”—Part 4 

By Roger Nicholson  

It was time to “road test” the Krauss-Maffei under different conditions. After all, it 
needs to actually function as a locomotive, not just sit around and look good. So, let the 
“road tests” begin! 

Road Test #1: Colfax, California “Railroad Days,” September 14, 2025 

The town of Colfax, California, celebrates the Transcontinental Railroad during their 
“Railroad Days” event. The Sacramento Valley Garden Railway Society (SVGRS), of which 
I am also a member, sets up their modular track and their “Wandering Railroad” to 
entertain visitors. I placed the KM on the modular layout and hooked it up to a 10-car 
train. I ran it for 
several hours in 
almost 90 
degree weather. 
It performed 
very well, pulling 
cars reliably 
without any 
derailments. 
Visitors loved it 
because it’s so 
unusual looking. 
A few actually 
recognized it by 
name. 
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Road Test #2: San Leandro, California—G&O Garden Railroad, 20 September 2025 

The second public showing of the prototype KM was at the BAGRS Annual Picnic at 
the G&O Garden Railroad in San Leandro, California. Once again, the locomotive 
performed very well, with no problems at all. The public seemed to like it a lot as well. 
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Road Test #4: REGRS Open 
House—Martinez, 
California, November 2, 
2025 

I visited a REGRS open 
house hosted by BAGRS 
members David and Dawn 
Mease. Of course, I had my 
KM with me, and finally got 
to compare it to a 
professionally 
manufactured example. I 
designed the KM 
completely using online 
photos and diagrams. I 
think that I came pretty 
close. What do you think? 

Road Test #5: BAGRS’ Layout—Concord, California, November 2, 2025 

As you can see, the KM has really been getting around. The final road test was on the 
layout of Ed and Stacey Baker. During all of these tests, the KM performed flawlessly. 
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So, what’s next for the Krauss-Maffei ML 4000? 

Now that I have a working and tested design, I’m building a few more. Four, however, 
will probably be my limit—I’m also in the process of renovating my kitchen cabinets, 
and my wife would prefer that I direct my time in that direction. Building one of these 
requires a bit of time and effort, but it has been quite rewarding. There are other 
locomotives that I want to design and build.  

The later models include all of the design improvements made to the prototype 
during construction and testing. I’m still adding details, such as the horns and 
additional grab irons. One of the models will represent a later version of the “cab unit,” 
including a plow, intake vents on the sides, and eventually rooftop tanks.  

I hope to finish the KM design by the end of 2025. I will then post my design online for 
free, so that anyone can build one of these if 
they wish.  

The next locomotive that I design will be 
EMD SD9 #5472 in the Black Widow paint 
scheme. The prototype for that one 
happens to be only a few miles away from 
me over in Niles Canyon. Stay tuned! ◼ 
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THE QUANDARY: 

As with Professor's rabbit trick that couldn't be explained, so too was Mama's ability to 
prepare and serve those hundreds of meals each day. Upcoming articles about other 
WALLENSKIS with 'amazing' talents might help to answer some questions . . . and 
rumors of the existence of a magic box began circulating. 

BY THE WAY: 

Loosely translated, KROLIK KIELBASA in Polish, is RABBIT SAUSAGE . . . Go figure. 

And who's kid is that getting into the tip hat? 

CATCHPHRASES: 

Where's the beef? 

Is that all you got? 

That's all I got! ◼ 

Editor’s note: All of Jim’s past articles may be viewed at https://
carnivaleonthegreen.com/  
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THE GARDEN DEPARTMENT 

Dwarf Pomegranate Tree 

By Nancy Norris 

Looking over your garden railway, does one tree stand out or above the others? 
Do you admire that little tree and look for its changes during the seasons? Such has 
been the case with Roger Samuelsen and his almost twenty-year-old dwarf 
pomegranate. Sometimes called Emperor dwarf pomegranate, its botanical name is 
Punica granatum var. nana. 
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Last June I noticed 
the trunk’s bark had 
been seriously 
chewed by an animal, 
probably a mouse, 
but it could have 
been any varmint. 
Three sides of the 
trunk near the 
ground were missing 
bark, an impossible 
situation, and it died 
shortly afterward. 
Almost two-feet high 
and wide, it’s absence 
created a huge hold 
in the little town 
where it had been 
the focal point, whether covered in tubular orange flowers or bright red fruit. None of 
the local nurseries had any to replace it: “Not until spring,” they said. 

Having bought these little trees at Miniature Plant Kingdom in Sebastopol, I called the 
retired owners, Don and Becky Herzog. Sadly, they had none of this variety, although 
Don had selected a smaller new variety, that he calls Itsy 
Bity pomegranate. Happily, he had sold his stock to a 
new nursery owner down the road in his town. Yay! I 
was visiting my sister in Sebastopol, so we took a short 
ride over to Alfredo’s, 9323 Occidental Road. He’s on my 
left where we show you the size of our new trees. Call 
him at (707) 228-7077. 

Alfredo answered my call and gave me directions to his 
place. We found lots of dwarf pomegranates, some 
more expensive than we wanted at $70 in 2-gallon pots 
and some just right at $40 per plant. They had nice 
stout trunks and a good round shape of branches, most 
with some little fruits. Sure, there were half the height of 
the twenty-year-old plant, but well on their way to 
greatness! 
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In order to “highlight” 
Roger’s new pomegranate, I 
first dug a deep-enough 
hole to ensure good root 
growth, then created a 
mound, which I retained 
with stones. This will do two 
things: First it gives the little 
tree extra soil to quickly 
grow, and meanwhile will 
show off some fine ground 
cover enjoyed by little 
visitors on three benches—
just what the town was 
missing! Maybe in a few 

years, when the tree trunk 
is much bigger, we can 
remove some soil and 
create a trunk showing 
roots extending in all 
directions, like fine bonsai. 

A plant-based mouse 
repellent, like Vamoose or 
Grandpa Gus’s, sprinkled 
around the base of the 
three, will keep away 
rodents. In Maine, I have a 
big patch of perennial 
spearmint, which I harvest 
and keep in piles on the 
garage floor to keep out 
rodents. 

When Roger came out of 
the house to greet his new pomegranate for the first time, his smile conveyed his 
happiness to see the new fruit tree and he shared, “It’s like having an old friend 
return!” ◼ 
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Dave Frediani lives in Sonora, California and, among his many talents, 
constructs 7/8 scale rolling stock. 

Dave’s Corner 

by Dave Frediani 

BATTERY POWERING A COUPLE OF SHAYS FOR KIDS 

This project started when I received an email from the Sacramento Valley Live 
Steamers. Someone had donated several G scale locomotives along with rolling stock. 
Among the locomotives were two Shays that had been powered by an older battery 
system with no controllers. 

I was asked if I could rewire them with a system that would only have three modes 
forward, stop, and reverse: The reason for this was to make them easier for younger 
children to operate. 

I had just the controllers they needed, but I needed help with rewiring the two Shays. 
So with the help of my friend Bill Bivings, who was happy to help, we were off and 
running. 

Bill removed the tenders and all the unneeded wiring, and rewired them to accept the 
controllers that I had. After that he tested them out, making sure that all the lights 
worked and repairing anything else that was wrong with them. 

Bill had found that one of the 
tenders was almost cut in half to 
remove the batteries. That fell on 
me to repair. The tender was a 
mess. 
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The tender wasn’t that hard to repair. After 
cleaning it up and removing everything 
above the original top of the tender, I cut 
two pieces of 1/16” styrene to fit the top 

and front sections of the tender. 

After the repairs were made and 
painted, I added a wood load. 

After Bill finished his part of this project, 
he brought both Shays back and I 
installed the repaired tender. 

Here’s the start of a battery box, for 
the batteries and R/C unit, which will 
be placed in a boxcar. I started by 
cutting a piece of 1/8” styrene for its 
base, so it would fit tightly in a 
boxcar. Next I added two sidewalls, 
and one end wall, each 7/8” tall. I also 
added Evergreen #188 plastic strips 
to the insides of the walls for extra 
strength. I added a 3/4” tall front wall, 
so the battery wires could pass 
through it. 



 

PAGE 17 Trellis & Trestle—December 2025 Bay Area Garden Railway Society 

Here you can see the 
rechargeable battery 
pack is temporarily 
installed. 

 

Next I raised the front 
section of the two sidewalls 1/2” and covered them with 1/8’’ piece of styrene. Now the 
R/C unit can be placed under the covering and an on/off switch can be mounted on 
top of the covering. 

For the battery, we’re 
using a 9.6 volt 2000 
mah nickel-metal 
hydride rechargeable 
battery pack. Here’s 
the finished battery 
box, along with the 
transmitter and 
charging cord. Total 
cost is about $30.00 for each locomotive. ◼ 

 

 

 

 

 







 

PAGE 20 Trellis & Trestle—December 2025 Bay Area Garden Railway Society 

BAGRS Live Steam—Sunnyvale Heritage Park, October 25, 2025 

The Sunnyvale Heritage Park approached the live steam group several months ago 
about being a part of their “Trails to Rails” celebration this year. This event is new to us 
and, according to the organizers, may not happen again for a while. So we were 
grateful and happy to be part of the festivities. 

Our group of folks are always enthusiastic about the opportunity to raise some steam. 
Concerns about the event being poorly attended by us turned out to be ill-founded. 
We had a good turnout, including some folks we rarely get to see, such as Nancy 
Norris (she was in town doing business) and our 
very own club president, Roger, who was playing 
hooky from job responsibilities at home. (No, he 
didn’t stay the entire time!) 

The grounds where we set the track up was 
perfectly suited to us: mostly flat with a good 
surface, a combo which makes setting up and 
leveling the track easy. Things got rolling right 
away. People organizing for their first run of the 
day included, left to right, John Rhoadarmer, 
Nancy Norris, Ron Sickler, and Tim Boles. In the 
background is a rebuilt replica of the Murphy 
house. He was a pioneer who made his way as an 
Irish immigrant to being one of the biggest 
landowners in the state, founder of schools, and 
father of mayors and senators. At one point in 
the nineteenth century, you could travel from 
Sunnyvale to San Luis Obispo without ever 
leaving Murphy land! 

Rob Lenicheck has been involved in the live steam hobby for about 20 years, 
modeling in 1:20.3. He has scratch built multiple engines and converted others 
to his passion: running coal-fired locomotives.  

All Steamed Up 

by Rob Lenicheck 
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One of the first out on the track was John 
Rhoadarmer’s Ruby with his custom track 
maintenance car. Rubys were the first 
offering from Accucraft many years ago and 
provide a very simple yet reliable intro into the 
live steam hobby. (For those of you who don’t 
know, the engine was designed by Marc 
Horovitz, former editor of Garden Railways 
magazine and live steam enthusiast.)   

We do have a great time at our steamups! 

They were soon joined by, from left, Bob 
Trabucco, Steve Heselton, Alex Malamy 

Chris Gathard is readying his engine for 
running and leaving lots of table space for 
any newcomers wanting to join us!     
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Ron Sickler had a great time running his 
Regner Heisler. 

Alex Malamy showed everyone the lighter 
side of our hobby. He brought his custom-
made ghost train, which was mostly 
constructed of 3D-printed ghost figures. 

One of Accucraft’s 
newest releases is 
this 13 Ton, 2 
cylinder Shay. 
Chris had fun 
putting his 
together from a 
kit.  



 

PAGE 23 Trellis & Trestle—December 2025 Bay Area Garden Railway Society 

One of the biggest beasts on the line that 
day was Nancy’s Accucraft 7/8” scale 
Emma. Better not get in the way of this 
big guy! Nancy pulled a consist of Dave 
Frediani 7/8” cars. 

John offered a complete contrast to his Ruby 
when he ran his Canadian Pacific 4-8-4 Royal 
Hudson. John has just started firing here. 

We are constantly on the lookout for 
new members to “indoctrinate” into the 
live steam hobby. One gent new to the 
club spent a few hours with us that day: 
Takashi Murakami. Here Tim Boles is 
giving him a lesson in one aspect of 
starting out. Takashi currently owns no 
live steamer, but we think that will 
change shortly.  
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This is the last public steamup until spring when we will set up at Ardenwood Farms in 
Fremont on Memorial Day weekend. Have a wonderful holiday season and a great 
winter!   ◼ 

Not to be outdone by anything running 
on the track that day, Steve Heselton and 
your author both ran our coal-fired 
Accucraft D&RGW K-27 locomotives. The 
coal-fired engines are always a hit with 
the crowds at any steamup.  
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Henner Meinhold resides in Berlin, Germany. The East Devil Hills Modeling Group 

meets regularly to create, collaborate, and share incredibly machined models. 

East Devil Hills Modeling Group 

by Henner Meinhold 

Last month there was a lot going on. Everybody seems to be in a working spirit. Let 
us begin with Bill Allen, who is reworking his first model, a Garratt. As I mentioned last 
time, the chassis will be completely new with a 
modified wheel arrangement.  
Chassis and cylinders are already completed. 

Bill is now waiting for the wheel castings from 
the UK. Unfortunately due to tariff 
complications there are currently no shipments 
from Europe. But there is enough work to be 
done, so the building project will not stagnate. 
Here are the motion brackets and crossheads, 
CNC milled by Dennis and completed by Bill. 
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Ron Malouf continues with his lovely 
Shay. The chassis is well under way. 
The buffer beams are made of real 
wood.  

One item, which puzzles everybody, is the 
so called dead leg lubricator. Contrary to a 
flow through type, the dead leg has only 
one line connecting it to the steam line. 
Steam has to go one way and oil in the 
opposite direction through the same pipe. 
There are many theories why this works, 
but it is still one of the mysteries of fluid 
flow. 
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Rob Lenicheck builds a nice little 0-6-0 of 
the Uintah railway. It is said the loco 
could just handle one car on the steep 
grades of this line. Rob has already 
completed a rolling chassis. 

Marc Horowitz made really nice 
accessories for his Excelsior. First, two very 
ornate sandboxes. 


