
 

  

              

Northern Colorado Garden Railroaders No. 279 January 2023 

Conductor’s Corner 
Mark Sears 
President 

Happy New Year, 
   We’ve got another exci ng year 
ahead and our membership is strong. 
We start the year with our first 
mee ng on January 18.  Ken Jessen will 
be giving a presenta on on techniques 
he uses to build G Scale buildings. In 
February we will have our swap meet, 
so be thinking about all the extra stuff 
you should be sharing with other 
members, as well as a program or a 
few mini clinics you could give. Let 
Sterling or I know if you have some 
modeling or railroad knowledge you 
would like to share in a mini clinic or a 
program. In March, a fellow model 
railroader and a friend of the Cumbres 
and Toltec RR, Bill Kepner is scheduled 
to give us a presenta on on the Cum-
bres and Toltec RR MOW equipment. 
Bill has years of experience helping on 
the Cumbres and Toltec, helping with 
the construc on and opera on of the 
Model RR Museum, and building his 
own RR. He is currently reassembling a 

large N-scale model railroad at the mu-
seum. Nothing scheduled yet for April 
so be thinking of a program you could 
offer or someone we could ask. 
   Since I will be on vaca on, Robert will 
lead our January Mee ng. It will be 
good to hear updates from all of you on 
how you are spending your railroading 

me and any future plans you are mak-
ing. Robert will give updates on the 
Colorado Railroad Museum – Garden 
RR project, lead a discussion about the 
Club’s Summer Tour and ask if there is 
any interest in having a layout display 
at the April Train Show in Denver. Chris 
will provide a brief 2022 Financial/
Membership Report.  
   Please bring a door prize for the raffle 
if you have an item you would like to 
donate (get rid of). 
   I’m sorry I will miss this mee ng and 
several Hobo Breakfasts. I will be look-
ing forward to visi ng with all of you in 
February. 

Club Car 
           Chris Reid 
           Sec/Treas 

Current Membership 
Paid members     40 
Honorary Members        8 
 
Financials        Jan 1, 2023 
Income                   $175.00 
Expenses                 $914.13 
Bank                     $4310,73 
Petty Cash               $181.00 
Checks                      $25.00 
 
Expenses: $590.40 controllers for 
club shows, $131.15 brochures and 
snow fabric for shows, $17.58 name 
badges. 

Next Meeting 
 

Harmony  
Presbyterian 

Church 
 

400 Boardwalk Dr. 
Fort Collins, CO 

 
Wednesday, Jan 18th 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

1st Saturdays 

Fort Collins 
The Breakfast Club 

121 W. Monroe 
 

3rd Saturdays 

Loveland 
Perkins 

2222 W. Eisenhower 

As a New Year resolution would you 
please check the "contacts" list on 
the NCGR website and  ensure that 
your details are correct. Particularly 
if you have changed your address, 
telephone no. or spouse or gender 
or whatever. The most important is 
your email address PLEASE CHECK. 
 

Members Only/Contact Info/
Member Roster 

 
Seriously - if you have never 
logged onto the web site then please ask how to, and be aware 
that the newsletter is always there and archives going back to 
when Ken Jessen was a boy.  - Chris Reid 



 

2 

Colorado Model 
Railroad Museum 

 by Chris Reid 

   I thought you might like to see the 
progress being made on the G scale 
layout at Greeley for the CMRM. 

   This is not an NCGR project but some 
of our members have offered to assist 
the museum in progressing the muse-
um’s wish to include our hobby to add 
to their exis ng H0 and other small 
scale exhibits. 

   During this winter we are concen-
tra ng on comple ng the indoor 
“staging” area and building, weather-
ing and detailing buildings, locos and 
cars. Perhaps in April we can start 
again on the outside layout which has 
got as far as fill dirt and retaining wall. 
Help will be needed to complete the 
retaining wall, move dirt around and 
track laying. And, eventually, a water 
feature, rock placement as well as 
plan ng will be needed. 

   We have included a few photographs 
here, and on the following page, of the 
13 buildings that have been complet-
ed. You may no ce that we have 
named the layout the “Greeley, Salt 
Lake and Pacific Railroad”. You proba-
bly know that this circa 1880 railroad 
was originally des ned to follow a 
route up the Poudre Canyon, but 
star ng from Greeley it only got as far 
as Bellvue with a branch to Stout. It 
gives us an opportunity to use well-
known local names such as Rus c, 
Kinikinik, Manha an, Bellvue etc. and 
yes, we do know that the line was nev-
er intended to be narrow gauge - but 
who is going to argue?  

   A small irony as it was Greeley Water 
that tried to destroy the last sec on of 
the GSL&P trestles in Laporte, which 
was on the Na onal Register of histor-
ic places, for their new water line. 

Your 2023 Dues of $25 per family 
Were Due Jan 1st 

 

 Mail your check (no cash please) to 
NCGR 

c/o Chris Reid 
3740 Braidwood Dr. 

Fort Collins, CO 80524 
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The “Mules” of the 
Panama Canal 

 by Robert Linton 

 
 
   Sally and I had the opportunity to 
travel during the holiday season and 
were able to traverse the Panama Ca-
nal. One of my favorite parts was 
watching the “Mules” guide these 
large boats through the locks. They are 
used as guides to be sure the ships go 
straight through the canal.  
 
   Here is addi onal informa on about 
the Mules. I have included a couple of 
pictures showing the mules in ac on.   

   From the outset, it was considered an important safety feature that ships be guided through the lock chambers by electric 
locomo ves, known as mulas (mules, named a er the animals tradi onally used to cross the isthmus of Panama), running 
on the lock walls. These mules are used for side-to-side and braking control in the locks, which are narrow rela ve to mod-
ern-day ships. Forward mo on into and through the locks is actually provided by the ship's engines and not the mules. A 
ship approaching the locks first pulls up to the guide wall, which is an extension of the centre wall of the locks, where it is 
taken under control by the mules on the wall before proceeding into the lock. As it moves forward, addi onal lines are tak-
en to mules on the other wall. With large ships, there are two mules on each side at the bow, and two each side at the 
stern—eight in total, allowing for precise control of the ship. Mules are not used on the new expansion locks.  
   The mules themselves run on rack tracks with 5  (1,524 mm) broad gauge to which they are geared. Trac on is by elec-
tric power, supplied through a third rail laid below surface level on the land side. Each mule has a powerful winch, operated 
by the driver; these are used to take two cables in or pay them out to keep the ship centered in the lock while moving it 
from chamber to chamber. With as li le as 2  (60 cm) of clearance on each side of a ship, considerable skill is required on 
the part of the operators. 
Smaller vessels, such as small tour boats and private yachts, are taken as handline transits, where mooring lines to the lock 
walls are handled manually by line handlers on the ship. 
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Ads will be posted for 1 month only ! 
Please resubmit your ad if not sold. 

FOR SALE 
OR 

SWAP 

For Sale 
All of my G-Scale stuff, locos, rolling 
stock, track, & buildings.  

Lee Hale, 970-692-3262 
LeeHale@comcast.net “No church service today” 

Photo: Mike Perry 
Perry family ski resort 

Photo: Mike Perry 
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Contact Chris Reid 
cjreid7@gmail.com 

Kenneth Jessen, Loveland, CO 
    
   Some ten feet of snow fell on the Mountain Pride Mine. 
Opera ons have stopped un l miners can dig out.  
    

   The double hip roof co age was the style constructed by 
the Great Western Sugar Company for its workers. I wanted 
to add a 1:20 version to my railroad.  

Your 2023 Dues 
Were Due Jan 1st 

 
 

 
 
 
 $25 per family 

Mail your check 
(no cash please) 
Payable to NCGR 

c/o Chris Reid 
3740 Braidwood Dr. 

Fort Collins, CO 
80524 

We welcome a few words, a few 
words with a photo, or a full 
blown article on any topic related 
to garden railroading submitted 
via e-mail as a text file with at-
tached .jpg photos. 
 

Publish  
Your 
Projects ! 
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Steve Andersen, Estes Park, CO 
    
   Our local Estes Park Model Railroad Club decided to repeat a li le compe on (enclosed rules) that we first ini ated 
many years ago. I won that compe on with what is probably the “smallest ever” ga. 1 opera ng  “layout“. 
   This me , I decided to go “whole hog” ar s c/ esoteric with a sculptural assemblage that has influences from Dada, Sur-
realist, and Expressionist art movements . The track “cage” includes tracks and locomo ves from a number of different 
scales and gauges. The opera ng track circle is approximately 2’ ga. The DSP&P 2-6-0 on the track “plinth” is 0 ga./scale/
gauge. The impasto “paint” is silicone/ latex calk, applied from a calking gun with further finger and s ck manipula on . The 
whole “shebang” is held together with light steel wire , “a acked“ with latex “moss/cobwebs “. 
    
   The old compe on entry is also shown.  
   It was a fun effort, combining both my train modeling and 
ar s c skills/ ideas. 
 

(Le ) 2-6-0’s (O and G ga.) wait for departure orders on nearby elevated tracks.  (Right) An inexpensive Department Store 4
-4-2 and train (radio control/ sound),painted and modified, running on the 6’ level of my fence line in a light snow ( G ga). 



 

7 

Andrew’s Trains, Andrew Holbrook, Sydney, NE.  
AndrewsTrains.com 

Photo: Copied from his Facebook page by Del Tapparo 

Bill Brayden, Fort Collins, CO 
   Christmas train ... 
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NCGR Calendar  

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month. 
Bring something to share for “Show & Tell”.  Please wear your name badges.  Guests are always welcome.  

 Hobo Breakfasts 
      Monthly 

1st Sat - Fort Collins, Breakfast Club, 121 W. Monroe 
3rd Sat - Loveland, Perkins, 2222 W. Eisenhower 

Date Event Details 

Jan 18 Monthly Mee ng Harmony Presbyterian Church — 400 Boardwalk, Fort Collins 
Ken Jessen—Building Design & Construc on 

Feb 15 Monthly Mee ng Harmony Presbyterian Church — 400 Boardwalk, Fort Collins 
SWAP Meet 

Mar 15 Monthly Mee ng Harmony Presbyterian Church — 400 Boardwalk, Fort Collins 
Cumbres and Toltec RR MOW equipment—Bill Kepner  

Apr 19 Monthly Mee ng Indoors, to be determined 

Jun 3 NCGR Public Tours 2023 June 3rd, 10-4 pm 

May 17 Monthly Mee ng First outdoor mee ng, to be determined 

Jun 21 Monthly Mee ng TBD 

Jul 19 Monthly Mee ng TBD 

NCGR Contact Info   

Dues are $25/year/family, renewable each January 1st. 

President Mark Sears MarkESears1@msn.com 970-217-8375 

Secretary/Treasurer Chris Reid cjReid7@gmail.com 970-443-2704 

Director Sterling Myers AmericanWallWorks1999@yahoo.com 970-402-8844 

DGRS Liaison Robert Linton rjLinton1@gmail.com 970-420-0451  

Past President Robert Linton rjLinton1@gmail.com 970-420-0451  

Publications Del Tapparo DelTapparo@comcast.net 970-581-3567 

Webmaster Del Tapparo DelTapparo@comcast.net 970-581-3567 

Programs Sterling Myers AmericanWallWorks1999@yahoo.com 970-402-8844 

Train Shows Robert Linton 
Mike Shelton 

rjLinton1@gmail.com 
Mike@eventemsofcolorado.com 

970-420-0451 
720-442-2867  

Facebook Admin Mark Goldrich mGoldrich@thegroupinc.com 970-218-1930 

Librarian Chris Reid cjReid7@gmail.com 970-443-2704 

Mailing Address NCGR c/o 
Chris Reid 

3740 Braidwood Dr. 
Fort Collins, CO 80524  


