Calendar
May 15
Gary and Cathy Raymond
1:32 scale only - battery
power.
June 5
John Power and Angela Wharton - Battery
power.
June 19
Richard and Jo Ann Abraham - Battery
power.
July 17
Gary and Marilyn Siegel - Battery power.
July 24 & 31
Ventura County Fair booth prep?
August 7 & 14
Ventura County Fair?
August 28
Sal and Deborah Mele - Track and battery
power.
September 18
Gary and Marilyn Siegel - Battery power.
October 9
Jim and Sylvia Eldridge - Track and battery
power.
October 30
Georges and Marie Arsenault - Battery
power.
November 20
Gary and Marilyn Siegel - Battery power.
December
Open

MAY 2021
Greetings fellow railroaders. Our GCGRS group has been ramping up
our activity and most of us are feeling more comfortable about attending
meets. The “no buffet”paradigm seems to be imparting a sense of “safe
socialization.” It also makes it easier on the host and those attending so
that everyone can enjoy the railroading instead of the worry about
setting up a “garden party.”
In this issue of the Flyer we will cover the two April meets. Jean
Waterman hosted a fun meet with lots of folks attending her newly rebuilt railroad that had been destroyed in the Thomas Fire. Joe Bussing
put together a great “op session” on his beautiful 1:20.3 D&RGW
narrow gauge themed railroad. We also had a great time at Don and
Linda Morgan’s place in Santa Ynez last Saturday, May 1, and I will
cover that meet in the next issue. (I need to save some material for the
next newsletter because the Raymond meet for May has been canceled).
Our next scheduled meets will be at John Powers and Angela’s home
and at Richard and Jo Ann Abraham’s home. Also in this issue we have a
nice Bobber caboose project from prolific modeler, Walt Thompson, a
look at the progress that Lamont Stolley, Nick Conti and John Ryan are
making on the Boulder Creek branch line, and a little bit about Georges
Arsenault’s latest projects.
At my request, Kim Whitaker was so kind to share what she and John
have been working on while not attending every meet. Despite a major
renovation after a broken water pipe in their house and a long drive
from Bakeresfield, John and Kim have still attended most of our meets.
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A beautiful Ventura day at Jean Waterman’s rebuilt railroad.
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Thanks for a great
meet Jean!
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BUSSING’S OPERATIONS MEET

APRIL 24, 2021

We had a beautiful day for our first operations meet in several years. Many thanks to the seven men
who joined me, Jim Eldridge, Lamont Stolley, John Lyans, Randy Bryie, Andy Spiedel, Al Daumann
and Ken Van Fleet. After a layout tour and a brief tutorial on car cards and waybills, we split into twoman teams and fired up the locomotives. It was a really fun day and we will do it again soon. Photos
and captions by Joe Bussing
Randy connecting a caboose before departing Peppertree while Lamont and John wait their turn.

John and Lamont’s turn.
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Mixed freight heading uphill.

A busy day on the pass.
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Negotiating the right of way at Roseville.

Problem solved
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Cars spotted at Snyder’s Building Supply in Roseville.

Switching out tank cars at the Russell Oil Co. storage facility.
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What’s with all this paperwork? Jim supervising.

Al and Andy working the West Peppertree yard.
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Ken, Al and Lamont working the yards at World’s End.

MOW car and cabooses spotted on the maintenance siding.
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Today’s crews.

The bakery at Roseville
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Additional photos by John Lyans

Planning the day’s operations
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Leslie showing her latest quilt. Just to keep things a little in balance!
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THE BACHMANN BOBBER CABOOSE PROJECT
by Walt Thompson
My small lumber industry needed a caboose that I thought looked a little more prototypical. LGB,
Hartland Products and Ozark Miniatures each have one that looks something like what I wanted but I
really enjoy the challenge of creating my own equipment. This project starts with a Bachmann bobber
caboose and took roughly 6.5 hours total. Start to finish.
What to do? Disconnect the ladders from both ends and detach the body from the frame. Remove the
cupola and the smoke stack from the body. Carefully remove the roof walk on the end opposite of the
smoke stack and the grab rails from both sides and the end.
Saw through the roof and sides just inside the end wall and set it aside. Carefully saw to cut each side
of the main body area at the window frame, making sure you don’t damage the remaining side boards
and the apron detail under the roof. These cuts will have to be filed and sanded for a finished look.
Trim each side of the removed end panel so it is a
“slip fit” into the newly cut body area. Also, the top
roof layer of this end panel needs to be shaved so just
the wood grain looking layer on the underside of the
porch remains. When glued together the end result
should appear the same as the original. (a disc or belt
sander works well for this) This operation will also
reestablish the holes for the roof access ladder. Grind
or file to remove the obstructing secondary roof walk
mount on the underside of the new porch area. When
the end panel is completed and ready for assembly,
measure and finish trim the roof top to its required
length leaving the proper amount of overhang looking
like the original configuration. With a file or Dermel, notch both sides of the upper side aprons to
correspond with the configuration of the original porch overhang.
The roof walk will need to be cut to fit the shortened caboose end. Locate and drill new holes to
position the cut down roof walk and also for the side grab irons. Portions of the underside of the roof
walk will need to be filed to match the contour of the roof. If all trim work has been accomplished
satisfactorily, no painting or touchup should be necessary.
The chassis/frame needs to be shortened the corresponding amount so the newly altered body will clip
into position using the original slots. Carefully remove the grab rails and brake wheel assemblies on
both ends. Cut the chassis/frame equally from both ends and file or grind to obtain the correct length to
locate the new body assembly. Align and glue the two ends together by adding a piece of ¼” X ¼”
styrene angle inside for additional strength on each side, as shown below.
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These pictures show the frame assembly with the wheels added to the underside of the frame, I added
metal wheels, styrene angle strips, interior lights, riser and a lantern, track power pickups for inside
lighting and a lantern on the rear porch area.
Another feature that can easily be added is side marker lights. On this particular one I used AristoCraft
Caboose marker lights. Just six easy steps for installing.
1. Cut & trim light brackets as shown.
2. Drill bracket end to accept light bulb.
3. Insert a grain of wheat bulb and glue
into place.
4. Drill and file side of the caboose to
accept the light bracket. (See picture)
5. Insert light and glue in place.
6. Connect wires to either battery power
or track power pickups.
At work on the GRITFY Timber & Mining RR.
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Note: If all cutting and trim work has been accomplished carefully and as planned, no touchup
painting should be necessary. On one of mine as shown above, I removed the Santa Fe logo
with EASY-LIFT-OFF and by doing so, it left a somewhat weathered look that I enhanced with
some spray paint. This will also allow you to attach your own company’s logo. Note: mine
also has a somewhat shortened BRITE-BLOK track cleaner pad.

BEFORE

AFTER
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Boulder Creek Progress
Lamont Stolley and his crew continue to make nice progress on their repair and re-building of Gary
Siegel’s Boulder Creek branch line. You can see the new trestle below and the contrasting overgrown
tracks in the yard. The trestle is replacing a temporary 2x4 bridge. The branch is going to be
spectacular!

For more pictures
check out the various
albums on
GCGRS@groups.io
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Whitaker Home Project
Hi John~
Per your suggestion several weeks ago...if time and space allow:
"Several weeks ago, in passing, John Lyans suggested we submit an update of our house remodel. I am
not sure of the relevancy to garden railroading, other than to supply an alibi for our semi-AWOL status
for the past 3 years. Some may remember that we hosted our first Bakersfield meet on May 5, 2018.
We were delighted and encouraged to have so many drive the distance to make our meet a success.
Our son, Tom, was also working full time while pushing hard to graduate at the university on Friday,
May 18th. On Tuesday, May 22nd we had the terrible water damage in our upstairs master bath that
caused total flood damage to the downstairs den and bath. (We thank the Lord that it happened after
graduation, otherwise, Tom may have not been able to find his books and laptop in the fray.)
During the early months of expensive restoration and mold remediation contractors we decided to
continue to update throughout our 60 year old home. Not convinced that any contractor could perform
the work better than we at our similar cost, we tackled the work room-by-room...while working full
time. Did not leave a whole lot of free time. The television didn't get turned on for at least a year (we
couldn't find it, anyway!). The guys and gals at Lowes and Dunn Edwards had become my social
outlet!
When we bought this house, we had always wanted to cut open the wall between the kitchen and living
room. It feels so much more roomy and open. We now actually use the livingroom and enjoy the view
of the backyard. We appreciate our local San Joaquin Interiors for storing our huge roll of carpet for
two and a half years!
All this to say, Whit and I are happily 'back on track' with GCGRS.
He has some work to do on the layout. Hopefully, we can host a meet next spring 2022 before he
tackles re-plastering the pool, replacing the concrete deck and garage floor.
We love and appreciate each one of you, our dear friends.
God bless!
--john & kim"
Thank you, John, for your awesome newsletter!!
Kim Whitaker
Honor Flight Kern County
Seeking WWII, Korean War & Vietnam Veterans
to send to Washington D.C.cost free
661.332.320
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Looks great Kim! Sometimes
good things come from what
seems like a disaster. JL
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Georges Arsenault Projects
Georges sent me some pictures of his latest projects. His work is always amazing. He always has the
energy for multiple projects.
It is not the great wall of China it is just a raised bed
for my vegetable garden.

Gerorges told me but I forgot how many
of these turnouts he was building? 11?

25

