
MAY 2026 



Page 2 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

 
55 Readers Pictures 
57 Coming Events 

58 Advertisers 

60 Club Meetings  
    & Contacts 

The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news 
from various Large scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found in club contacts.  

 

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 
attachments.  

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

 

Editor: Iain Collingwood, Email: gw.editor@outlook.com 

Contents 

May 2026 

Cover photo ð   John Seawards live steamer having a run around the loop. His was the first 

steamer to use the loop, it ran really nicely.  

Photo supplied by - Henrik Dorbeck. 

3 Wellington Garden Railway Group Meeting 
9 Wairarapa Garden Railway Group Meeting 
16 Christchurch Garden Railway Group Meeting 
20 Convention Clinic - DCC  
23 Convention Clinic - Rock Casting  
29 Christchurch Garden Railway Convention 
43 Auckland Garden Railway Society Meeting  
50 Bruceôs Railway Update  
52 Keep it Simple Stupid  

This Months Features In This Issue 

mailto:gw.editor@outlook.com


Page 3 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Wellington Garden Railway Group Meeting 
 

Report - Tony Christie, Photos as credited. 

 

Wellington Garden Railway Group April Running Day 
 

The April Meeting was held on Saturday the 11th at David Humbleôs Ngaio Valley Tramway, a 
fictional take on a preservation version of the current Johnsonville line. David joined the     
Wellington group in late 2025 and has been notable at recent meetings for running his   
scratch-built wagons made from parts generated on his Prusa Core One 3D printer, including 
the wheel sets and LGB compatible hook and loop couplers. David began construction of his 
point-to-point railway about 2 years ago and it is an ongoing project. The railway is located in 
the backyard of his home in Ngaio, which has a long narrow expanse of lawn that rises to the 
back and is flanked on the sides and back by steeper slopes covered in mature shrubs and 
trees. The railway currently runs along the left side as seen from the house looking to the back 
and consists of a single line of track connecting a station and yard area at each end. There is 
no loop and therefore running a train there-and-back requires some switching of the loco to the 
other end of the train if it is to return with the loco at the front.  

 

David is in the process of extending the line further to a third station and yard area near the 
back of the section. The elevated railway utilises LGB track with R1 radius points and curves 
to best manage the geography and topography. Track in the station and yard areas is laid on 
wooden benchwork, whereas the single connecting track is laid on a mix of natural surfaces 
cut into or built out from the hillside, flat areas above wood and concrete block retaining walls, 
elevated horizontal wooden support rails on posts, viaducts and a fold down bridge, the latter 
three awaiting arrival of new LGB track before completion to the third station and yard area. 
Another current project is a very complex manual interlocking frame to be installed in the    
second station area for operation of points and signals. It will have wire linkages from the 
frame to the points and signals.  

 
With an 11 am start, we took a break at about 12:45 pm for lunch of sausages and sliced     
onions cooked on the BBQ and accompanied by bread rolls and coleslaw, followed by Danish 
pastries for dessert. The trains operated on the day were all battery and RC, although there is 
provision for track power. Many thanks to David for hosting a very enjoyable session that was 
run of a spectacularly fine autumn Wellington day with clear skies and no wind! The next dayôs 
rain, related to the southward progression of Tropical Cyclone Vaianu, provided contrast. We 
are looking forward to the 2027 running session at the Ngaio Valley Tramway to hopefully see 
the track plan completed. 

David Humbleôs    
diesel shunter and 
rake of 3D printed 
hoppers. The track 
was temporarily 
staged for the photo 
and to confirm that 
the loco could     
manage the grade. - 
Photo Tony Christie. 
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The Ngaio Valley Tramway runs along the left side of the backyard. David Humble and Dave 
Allen stand by the current end of the line, but the trackbed continues all the way to the wood 
platform at the end of the grassed area and is waiting on the arrival of new track for           
completion - Photo Tony Christie. 

Chris Drowleyôs train about to depart the station and yard area closest to the house. The diesel 
is an LGB Stainz with a diesel nose. The wagons are from LGB, with custom made loads ï 
Photo Tony Christie. 
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Chris Drowleyôs train entering the current terminus. Thanks to Chris for providing some extra 
track for the day to provide more operational interest here - Photo Tony Christie. 

Dave Allenôs Aristocraft Colorado & Southern railbus making its way to the current terminus - 
Photo Tony Christie. 
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Chrisô train about to move off from the current terminus after shunting the loco to the other end 
of the train, observed by Dave Allen (back) - Photo Tony Christie. 

Dave Allenôs railbus at the current end of the line. But the trackbed continues to the top of the 
garden awaiting installation of LGB track - Photo Tony Christie. 
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Dave Allen examining the manual interlocking frame that will eventually be installed here and 
linked to points and signals by wire linkages - Photo Tony Christie. 

David Humble constructs his own rolling stock mostly from self-designed 3D printed parts. His 
scratch-built rail cleaner is in the foreground - Photo Tony Christie. 
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Third wise man found (follow up of ñThe third wise man is missingé.ò Lloyd Dickens photo on 
page 57 of the April newsletter). John Seward, Tony Christie and Ian Webb - Photo Dave     
Allen. 

Tofi and Tor load testing the viaducts that lead to the third station area under construction ï 
Photo David Humble. 
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Wairarapa Garden Railway Group Meeting 
 

Article - Henrik Dorbeck, Photos - As Credited. 

The new and updated layout is very much still work in progress. I have removed all the old 
ñbigò layout from the back yard and built a much simpler track plan, the line starts down the 
side of the house as previously done. The new town area has been lifted and just a single line 
runs into the mine, it runs out along the back fence line as before and then heads through the 
wood wall and out along the fence up to the gazebo and that now has a return loop around it 
and back on to the mainline again and back into the station yard. Off the main station is a short 
industrial branch line to the farmers co-op and a small station, it is serviced with a 3 road yard 
which will ensure an interesting mix of shunting and mainline running. The long run out the 
back will ensure people keeping on their toes, ultimately there will be a return loop down the 
side of the house to ensure continuous running. 
  

It had been our intention to have the club meeting and AGM on Saturday which turned out wet 
and miserable so we rolled it over to Sunday, Sunday arrived beautiful, clear and hot. I got into 
setting things up, Dan arrived to help me set up and after a ñwee medicinal portò we set to. As I 
had started early there was not a lot to do, I suggested to Dan what the chances would be of 
finishing off the track laying of the return loop and the wiring in of the loop electronics. I got  
rolling (see bending) with Dan following with the hammer and nails pinning things down, the 
system worked well and as the first people arrived I was finishing off the wiring.  

 

We had the meeting under a beautiful sunny Wairarapa day. John S, Ian W and Tony C       
arrived as part of the Wellington contingent. We had 8 locals there some of whom ran trains. 
The point, out and back to point through some people but I think with a loop down the other 
end will simplify things a bit more for the ñloopersò in the group.  
 

We had a couple of other visitors with friends turn up and enjoy the day and train running, one 
has a bakery in Lower Hutt and has trains in display cases in his shop. He has some G Scale 
already so I think I will need to work a bit more to lure him over to ñthe dark sideò. His excuse 
was he has no loco or track, my reply was ñWell boy do I have a deal for you!ò Time will tell.  

 
We had our AGM and discussed some proposed changes to the clubs table layout, Brendon 
who is our new club co-ordinator has some good and interesting ideas to add a little juss to the 
running days. It is good to see a fresh view being added to the club. Best of luck Brendon, I 
have your back.  
 

The meeting closed and we went off to afternoon tea. Interestingly we closed the meeting, 
packed up the tables and buildings and left - within 3 hours we had a new front swing through 
and we had rain, thunder and lightening! Talk about good timing. 
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The Main station with Johnôs train at the rear, Brendon and Lucasô battery train on the mid road 
and Lloydôs railcar at the front - Photo Henrik Dorbeck. 

From Left Warren Stringer, Ian Webb, Dan Hughes and Wayne Haste - Photo Lloyd Dickens. 
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John Sewards Lady Anne Live Steam Locomotive being prepared - Photo Lloyd Dickens. 

Henrikôs trainôs at the terminus - Photo Henrik Dorbeck. 
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Henrikôs OBB class 2092 diesel with small freight train - Photo Henrik Dorbeck. 

Henrikôs OBB class 2095 diesel has just arrived at the terminus station with a passenger    
consist - Photo Henrik Dorbeck. 
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Central Industrial area - Photo Lloyd Dickens.  

A view down the rear of the house with the coffin in the rear of the doorway. It is connected to 
the layout with R1 points that are all a little limiting but functional - Photo Henrik Dorbeck. 
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The location of the new village with halt, lower track heads to terminus station at the rear of the 
house - Photo Henrik Dorbeck. 

The industrial branch from a distance with farmers co-op front in centre, also showing the 
changes from the former layout - Photo Henrik Dorbeck. 
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Western end return loop around the gazebo with Lloyds Railcar - Photo Lloyd Dickens. 

Another view of the village from the other side. The maintenance and work train in the      
background has recently travelled up to Bruce Gibsonôs layout in Whangamata to do a little 
work there - Photo Henrik Dorbeck. 
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Andrewôs Lyn hauling an express passenger service - Photo Bill Stanley. 

 
CGRG March Running Day 
 
Following a week of beautiful weather and a forecast for a wet running day, the day was fine, 
dry and very pleasant for running trains.  
 

Another good turnout of members and thanks to Aaron & Tracey for a lovely afternoon tea. 
Even though the supercars were on the big screen, the focus was on Garden Railway. We had 
several members running their trains along with Arron running some of his own. Some         
interesting discussions around axle length, wheel spacing and 3D printing, and many more  
related topics. 

 

Unfortunately Dave and Pauline were noticeable by their absence! I can't remember the last 
time Pauline and Dave  missed a running day as their organisation, support, and presence at 
running days has been incredible. We all wish Dave a speedy recovery and hope to see him 
fighting fit for our next meeting, the AGM. 
 

Stay on track and have a pirfic day Bill. 

Christchurch Garden Railway Group Meeting 

Report - Bill Stanley, Photos As Credited 
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Aaronôs High Speed Train - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Crossing the bridge - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Aaronôs mixed freight train - Photo Bill Stanley. 
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Andrewôs Passenger train - Photo Andrew Wilson. 

Full yard at Hercules St Station - Photo Andrew Wilson. 



Karlôs passenger train - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Dougôs diesel on freight duties - Photo Bill Stanley. 
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Heading by the sawmill - Photo Bill Stanley. 




















































































