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from various Large scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found in club contacts.  
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The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

 

Editor: Iain Collingwood, Email: gw.editor@outlook.com 
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On behalf of the organizing committee, for the 15th New Zealand Garden Railway Convention, 
I would simply like to say a ñhuge thank youò. As most of you will realize an event like this does 
not happen overnight and this event was no exception. In fact, planning for this event started 
over two years ago and I am pleased to say has exceeded our goals. 

 
I would like to acknowledge and thank the following in no particular order: - 

 
¶ The weather man, after the poor summer we have had, we need to be grateful, that when 

it really mattered, the sun was shinning. 
 

¶ The Committee of The Christchurch Garden Railway Group Present and Past, and the 
sub committee formed for the convention, who all worked well as a team. 

 

¶ Our helpers, who really made sure we did not go hungry and the food was of a            
particularly high standard, and an endless supply. 

 
¶ Presenters and layout operators, who provided entertainment that captured the attention 

of all attendees. 
 

¶ Your convenor and Garden Whistle editor, who continues to deliver constantly to the 
highest standard, every month. 

 
¶ You as participants, guests, attendees, without you there would be no convention. 

 

¶ Your sponsor ñToottootò offering support throughout the convention and only a phone call 
away.  

 
¶ Our guest speakers Malinda & Steve Jungst from Tennessee with their inspirational 

ñMaking Trains Funò program with the support of Charlie Ro from USA Trains. 
 

I am sure you will see many photos from this very memorable occasion appear in ñThe Garden 
Whistleò which will give you some appreciation of the enjoyment that was experienced by all 
who attended.  
 

Sorry if I have left anyone out, thank you and, see you all next time. 
 

 

Bill Stanley 
President, Christchurch Railway Group, and  

Co convenor, 15th NZ Garden Railway Convention 

15th New Zealand Garden Railway Convention 2026 
 

Report Bill Stanley, Photos - As Credited 

Please note: 

The Convention Report will be done in 2 parts, first 6 layouts and the Making Trains Fun  
Clinic in this months newsletter and the next 7 layouts and Clinic information will be 
covered in the next issue. 

tootoot.co.nz
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Above - Bill Stanley (CGRG President) 
Formal Opening - Photo Editor. 

 
Left - Oliver explaining where the rest of 
his train is that he left behind on the floor 
layout at the hall - Photo Editor. 

15th New Zealand Garden Railway Convention, Prebbleton Hall. 
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Track gang hard at work - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Don at the controls - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Layout 1 -  RhB Swiss Railway, Don Ellis. 
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Crew are prepping locomotive in the rail yard - Photo Bill Stanley.  

Loco depot - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Shunting team are setting up the next train - Photo Bill Stanley. 
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Train with a pipe load snaking its way through - Photo Lloyd Dickens.  

Marty Checking out the multiple layouts - Photo Lloyd Dickens.  

Layout 2 -  Hercules St Station, Aaron Emerson. 
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Another 1 of Aaronôs 5 layout loops - Photo Lloyd Dickens. 

A happy Andrew checking out the trains - Photo Lloyd Dickens.  
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Attendeeôs enjoying lunch and catching up - Photo Lloyd Dickens.  

A-B-A set hauling freight around the lake - Photo Lloyd Dickens.  

Layout 3 -  Mount Catt and Jessie Falls, Karl and Allison Arnesen. 
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Steve from USA getting close up photograph - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Group has gathered to watch the big catch reeled in - Photo Bill Stanley. 
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Train rolling through Jessie Falls - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Heading through the mountains - Photo Bill Stanley. 
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Mel Sanders BR 99 steam loco - Photo Andrew Bishop.  

Layout 4 -  The Clifton Mountain Railway, Mel and Claire Sanders. 

Tackling the steep grade - Photo Lloyd Dickens.  
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Passengers waiting for the next train - Photo Lloyd Dickens.  

Heading down the decent - Photo Lloyd Dickens.  
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Heading up the spiral - Photo Lloyd Dickens. 

Melôs passenger train - Photo Lloyd Dickens 
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Rossôs train puzzle - Photo Andrew Bishop. 

Rossôs Layout is controlled via DCC EX with controls housed in the little structures around the 
layout - Photo Lloyd Dickens. 

Layout 5 -  The Great Northern Railway, Ross and Gywn Fraser. 
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This photo shows how Ross has built his layout on concrete blocks - Photo Andrew Bishop. 

Attendeeôs enjoying the railway - Photo Andrew Bishop. 
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Ross talking to Grant as he controls his trains - Photo Lloyd Dickens. 

Rossôs Rhaetian RailwayלAllegra - Photo Lloyd Dickens. 




































































