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The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news 
from various Large scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found in club contacts.  

 

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 
attachments.  

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

 

Editor: Iain Collingwood, Email: gw.editor@outlook.com 
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Brendon Clarkes Running Day 

Brendon lost his first running day when he and his family got Covid. So we rescheduled it for mid 

May. We knew the weather would be problematic but still we hoped. 

We arrived to a dry but cool afternoon and started running. Well we tried, two of us had battery  

problems. My Isle of Man Mannin Locomotive did not want to stay on the track. I suspect the front 

Pony wheels are out of gauge. I then switched to my Backup the Harlect Castle but that lasted all of 

two minutes, I for got to charge it. 

Peter Milburn also had battery problems, believed a battery left its holder. 

That left Murray and Brendon Clarke to run.  

Afternoon tea was quickly arranged as Brendon had been watching the sky.  

Soon it was raining and I was home by 3 pm.  

That was the end of our Summer or Out door season. A wet one where our grass needed mowing 

every week though out summer. 

Lloyd Dickens 

Wairarapa Garden Railway Group Meeting 
 

Article and Photos Lloyd Dickens 

Brendonôs new locomotive. 
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Lucus and Murray Clarke plus Peter Murray and Peter Milburn. 

Lloyds Isle of Man Mannin Locomotive and 4 wheelers. 
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Mikeôs Sandy River coaches.  

 

In the November issue of the Garden Whistle, I did an article on the Sandy River and Rangely 

Lakes coaches that I was building for my still to come Roundhouse S.R.& R.L. no24 which I 

am expecting to be delivered around July/August.  

Progress on this train has been steady over the past six months alternating between the 

passenger and the freight cars on which I will do an article for next monthôs Garden Whistle. I 

have also spent time over the summer working outside on my Rockwood Gorge. 

I made a major mistake with the coach roofs, so I sidelined that side of the project for a while 

and turned my attention to the six freight cars. I have since realigned the windows with the top 

lights on the roofs and have completed that part of the project. 

Most of my projects come to a halt at the painting stage, as I have a fear the paint will run etc. 

etc. and that I wonôt get that quality of finish I want.  This happened with the final coat, when I 

was applying the clear satin coat to seal the decals and to tone down the gloss finish, I got a 

bad reaction in some places. After a few bad words I gave the affected area a light sand and 

with a touch up job most wonôt notice. That whatôs great about our scale, although itôs a good 

size we donôt generally get up close. The coach sides and roof were painted using rattle cans. 

The roof is a red oxide from the big hardware shops and the green was made up from the local 

car paint shop.  Whether I have the correct shade of green I donôt know, but I borrowed Gregôs 

Bachmann S.R.&R.L. coach as a guide. In the pictures the colour has been brightened up a lot 

by the low winter sun which has made the red oxide roof a lot brighter than it really is. 

For the inside and underneath, I go to the other end of the paint quality and use Resene test 

pots. There is a great choice of colours and itôs just easy to brush it on. 

From the workbench 
 

Photos and article - Michael Hilliar 
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There is still a bit more detail work to be done like the radiator roof tanks and paint touch up to 

the inside window panels etc. I am quite happy with these conversions originating from a 

standard 1.22.5 Bachman three-foot gauge Jackson and Sharp passenger car into a 16mm 

representation of a SR&RL two-foot gauge one. At present I am working on the freight cars; 

three box cars are still in the workshop.  I have again used Bachmann but have fitted as many 

SR&RL features as I can to make them as authentic as possible. 

 

The decals were done by Stan Cedarleaf who used to 

advertise in our Garden Whistle but sadly, has now passed 

on.  I have used Stanôs decals quite a lot for many projects. 

and fortunately received these just before his demise.  I was 

just about to order some more for the next project; 

does anyone else know who can do decals like 

Stan could?  

Michael, Here is a couple of 

available USA sites: 

https://www.gscalegraphics.net 

https://sanjuandecals.com 

Or I believe some NZ members 

are getting into making their own 

so watch this space. 

https://www.gscalegraphics.net
https://sanjuandecals.com/



































































