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The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news 
from various Large scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found in club contacts.  

 

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 
attachments.  

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

 

Editor: Iain Collingwood, Email: gw.editor@outlook.com 
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 Auckland garden Railway Society Inc. December 2025 meeting 
 
This year we were back at Tim and Rosemary Auldôs railway for our final meeting of the year. 
We had an absolutely perfect day for it with beautiful weather not too hot and not too cold. At 
the start of the meeting Tim discovered that a curve had a damaged rail where a rock or  
something had been dropped on the rail created a dip in the rail. Tim and Hugh Keal got busy 
with some emergency repair work to remove the damaged rail and insert a new length. Once 
that had been done Tim soon had his two trains circulating around the track. Thank you to 
Hugh for helping Tim sort the track problem. 
 
Tim and Rosemary have a large a 6 ha property and over the last few years Tim has            
extensively replanted around half of the land with suitable locally sourced indigenous trees and 
shrubs to turn a paddock area back into bush. Rosemary lead a group of us around the     
property to see the bush area and the rest of the gardens with their extensive areas of mature 
trees. We got to walk past the alpacas but they werenôt interested in us. 
 
We when got back Tim parked his trains in the shed and I put my battery powered Baguley 
diesel and wagons on the track and ran that until it was time to enjoy the BBQ dinner. Thank 
you to David and Mickayla for doing all the BBQ cooking. They cooked the sausages and 
steaks to perfection. 

 
The turn out for this meeting was smaller than anticipated but the Auckland society has a  
number of members who were recovering from illness or from hospital treatment. Get well 
soon Simon, John and Bruce, we missed you. 

 
After the BBQ we all admired Timôs new car, its a rather rare and special English make that 
looks gorgeous. It looks like a two door but actually has 4 seats but I know there is no way I 
would fit in the back. If by some miracle I was able to squeeze myself into the rear seat I can 
be certain I wouldnôt be able to get out again without assistance. 

 
I would like to thank Tim and Rosemary for their wonderful hospitality. I hope that the next time 
we return we will have more people attend. For those of you who didnôt come you missed a 
great afternoon running trains and I urge you to make the effort to attend our meetings. I would 
love to see some new hosts for meetings donôt just leave it to the same old people to host 
meetings. 
 
January we have a meeting at Michael Hilliars on Sunday 11 January. The Christchurch     
convention is in February next year and I have hosts lined up for March and April but still   
looking for hosts for the rest of the year. I can be contacted at grahamclannz@xtra.co.nz or 
021529015. 
 
Lastly I would like to thank everyone involved in running our club. Merry Christmas and a   
Happy New Year, 
 
Robert Graham 

Auckland Garden Railway Society Meeting  

Report - Robert Graham , Photos - As Credited 
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Tim and Hugh Keal working on the track repair - Photo Robert Graham. 

One of Tims trains - Photo Robert Graham. 
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Tims 2nd train - Photo Robert Graham. 

Ray Williams, Louise Graham, Rosemary Auld and Tim Auld about to go for a drive - Photo 
Robert Graham. 
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Roberts train - Photo Louise Graham. 

The three wise men came to our meeting - Photo Louise Graham. 
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Roberts train at the station - Photo Louise Graham. 

Tims train heading past the waterfall - Robert Graham.  
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Chris Coles RC rock crawler  - Photo Louise Graham. 

Tims train circulating. - Photo Robert Graham. 
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Timôs passenger train pulling into the station - Photo Robert Graham. 

David and Mickayla doing the BBQ cooking for everyone - Photo Robert Graham. 



Page 10 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Christmas at Castletown 
 
This year the Wairarapa Garden Railway Group had there Christmas do at my railway,      
Castletown. 
 

We where blessed with a near complete turnout of members and great weather.  
The train running went well except for myself when I had a complete boggie fall off a wagon I 
had built, so cannot blame anyone else. 
 
While we had our Christmas afternoon tea the resin people that live on the railway had a party 
of there own listening to Christmas songs. I had 20 songs being randomly playing on a 
DFplayerPro board. It just needs one button pushed to play all songs downloaded to the 
board. DFplayerpro has 128 Mbyte of memory which is enough for 25 songs. 

 
Lucus Clarke being the youngest member present cut the cake, baked and iced by Joan   
Dickens. We finished off the afternoon tea with local strawberries and ice cream. 

Tram at Douglas end of the tramway. 

Wairarapa Garden Railway Group Meeting 
 

Report and Photos - Lloyd Dickens 
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The lake and Dumbell Row. 

Lucus cutting Christmas Cake. 
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Brendon Clarke Wayne Haste and Lucus Clarke 

The Resin People at their party listening to Christmas songs. 
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Castletown Railway looking good at Christmas time. 

Trains parked up along side the Rushen Castle and Laxey Wheel. 
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Members enjoying the luncheon - Photo Bill Stanley. 

December Running Day and Christmas Luncheon. 
 
Hi all,  

 
On behalf of the committee I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy 
and prosperous New Year to each & every one of you including all your wife's, partners, and 
children, and any one of your loved ones in hospital at this time. Hope all your dreams come 
true for 2026, that includes the purchase of lots more trains, (even if you do get a slap for     
doing it). 
 
Our last running day for the year was an awesome day at Bill and Margaret's home in Lincoln 
with a luncheon that was 10 out of 10 on the scale. A huge thank you to both Bill and Margaret 
for all the buying, prep, and cooking, a huge task taken in their stride to put this day on for all 
of us. The weather was kind to us and everybody had a great day running trains and having a 
really good chat.  
 
Our 2026 year kicks off with your convention in February, this will be very busy for us all but a 
very enjoyable weekend.  
 
Hope to see you all again in 2026 for another interesting and social year,  

 
Regards 
David Day 
CGRG Secretary 

Christchurch Garden Railway Group Meeting 

Report - Dave Day, Photos As Credited 
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Members retreating to the shade after lunch - Photo Editor. 

Lunch was enjoyed by all - Photo Bill Stanley. 










































































