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The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news 
from various Large scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found in club contacts.  

 

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 
attachments.  

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

 

Editor: Iain Collingwood, Email: gw.editor@outlook.com 
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January Running at the Te Horo Branch 
 

 
Looking back at what I wrote about the previous Wellington Garden Railway Groupôs running 
afternoon at my railway, the Te Horo Branch, I boldly said ñitôs becoming a bit of a tradition for 
the Te Horo Branch to host the Wellington Garden Railway Group for a running day in January 
in the warm Kapiti Coast sun.ò  Well the tradition of the January run has been maintained but 
the warm Kapiti Coast sun for much of summer has been away on vacation elsewhere as it 
was this day.  It was though a pleasant enough day, possibly more conducive to enjoying the 
trains without having to worry about sunblock and hydration! 

 
 

All in all, it was a pretty normal running day, very pleasing watching a wide range of locos and 
rolling stock running from Maxôs Christmas train to Geoffôs Gauge 1 meths fire Schools loco.  
In between was the usual mix of battery power and butane fired live steam equipment.  I briefly 
ran my old faithful Dubs A as guests arrived then pleasingly just stood back, chatted and 
watched, I hope, everyone enjoying themselves, I did. 

 

 
A number of visitors kindly commented that the planting around the railway is maturing well.  
Itôs taking a while but my vision, if you could call it that, is starting develop nicely.  No longer 
can you readily see trains running around the entire railway, a bit of walking is now required to 
follow your train as it passes through or behind the rising vegetation. 

 

 
Bridges are now all in place, all be it with a bit more integration of the landscaping required 
around the truss bridge abutments and proper bridge sleepering on the built beam girder 
bridge crossing the pond.  All in good time!  The truss bridge uses two spans uplifted from my 
previous railway in plus one new span built to match.  The built beam girder bridges use parts 
3D printed for me by my good Aussie mate Stephen Cross.  (Yes, I should really write     
something for the Garden Whistle about the bridges, maybe when I actually finish them.) 

 
 

Ample catering was provided by my daughters Hannah and Michelle supplemented by some 
guest contributions, thanks to you all.  And thank you to all who came on the day, despite the 
initial poor forecast, seeing so many enjoying the railway made all the effort worthwhile. 

Wellington Garden Railway Group Meeting 
 

Report John Robinson, Photos - As Credited 
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Chrisôs train passing over the dry wash bridge, while the Bridge Gangers in the foreground are 
engaged in conversation and oblivious of the fine scratch build brass body of the loco behind 
them that uses Accucraft chassis/running gear. The wagons are all kit bashed and decaled by 
Chris.  

Derekôs Accucraft Lyn steaming across the dry wash bridge. 
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Derekôs Accucraft Lyn on the pond built beam girder bridge. Getting the right angle for the best 
reflections in the pond is still a work in progress.  

Geoffôs Gauge 1 meths fired Schools negotiating the southern end of the railway as he tested 
out the suitability of the Te Horo Branch for the finer Gauge 1 standard of this Aster loco. With 
a slight adjustment to the front steps successful running ensued.  
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Daveôs shunter hauls a small local service over the truss bridge.  Batteries are under the load 
in the first wagon.  

Maxôs Christmas train, well Christmas loco, added some joyous colour and ran very well.  
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Daveôs shunter and train pausing in the loop at Te Horo.  

Geoffôs Aster Schools steaming over the truss bridge.  



Page 8 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Grantôs DX provided the days heavy freight working.  

Chrisôs Roundhouse Russell passing under the recently installed truss bridge, detailing of the 
bridge abutments still needs to be done.  
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Chrisôs Russell providing a final reflection on the day.  

Nearing the end of the day Chrisôs Russell is seen with a bit of American influence beneath.    
(I think the train and loco were Daveôs?)  
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Murray Clarkeôs Elm Grove Railway running day 
 
Murray had his running day in good conditions something that is not guaranteed these days. 

The turn out from our Wairarapa team was not large due to holidays. Fortunately Ian Webb 
and Tony Christie arrived from Wellington so it was great to see them. 

 
Elm Grove is on a farm and located behind the homestead. The complete railway is all raised 
off the ground. Murray has DCC which will normally run with my brass locomotives and      
wagons. This time how ever it did not like running with my railcars. I will have check why every 
so often they seem to short the track out.  
 

Since last years running day Murray has added a ñYò turning arrangement with a Digitrax Y  
voltage switch unit. This unit detects a short circuit on the track and switches the DCC polarity.  

 

Murray is using a DCC module to switch the points on the ñYò. 
 

A great day was had by all. 

Elm Groves Y that has been installed. 

Wairarapa Garden Railway Group Meeting 
 

Report and Photos - Lloyd Dickens 
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Murray Clarke Elm Grove, Afternoon tea time. 

Tony Christie controlling his train. 
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Warren Stringer guiding his train. 

mailto:NZGRC2026@gmail.com?subject=Garden%20Railway%20Convention
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Auckland Garden Railway Society January 2026 meeting 
 

In Auckland we have had at best a rather mediocre summer with a few fine days interspersed 
with days of high winds, heavy rain or both. We donôt normally have a January meeting but  
because the convention is in February we decided this year to have a meeting in January.   
Michael Hilliar volunteered to host and Sunday 11 January turned out to be one of the hottest 
and sunniest days so far this summer. 
 

We had been contacted by AJ from up north as he is helping dispose of a deceased estate 
collection of model trains including some LGB and other G Scale trains so we invited him to 
attend our January meeting. He turned up with a helper and a full car load of engines, wagons, 
track, parts and other assorted bits and pieces that he put out for us to look at. We all had fun 
looking at what he had and most of us bought something off him. At the end of the day one of 
our guys made him an offer for what was unsold so AJ went home with an empty car and a full 
wallet which was a great result for all involved. 

 

We had a reasonable turn out of members to run trains or watch the trains running but we 
would always like to see more people attending our group meetings. We spent much of the 
time sheltering from the sun and enjoying a natter or watching the trains. 

 

There were no major issues running the trains but with an afternoon temperate of around 29 
degrees any 3D printed items needed to be kept out of the sun. The photos show most of the 
trains that were run. 

 

On behalf of the Auckland Society I would like to thank Michael, Liz and Rachael for hosting 
the meeting and providing afternoon tea. You canôt beat a sausage roll even on a hot day. 

 
As many of the Auckland society will be heading down to the Christchurch for the convention 
we donôt have a meeting planned for February. Our next meeting will be at Ray Williams house 
in March. 

 
I am always looking for people to host meetings or suggestions for railway related activities or 
places to visit so any suggestions please send me an email  
 

robert.graham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz or grahamclannz@xtra.co.nz 
 

Robert Graham 

Auckland Garden Railway Society Meeting  

Report - Robert Graham , Photos - As Credited 

mailto:robert.graham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
mailto:grahamclannz@xtra.co.nz
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Pulpwood train passing by - Photo Robert Graham. 

Grantôs Sante Fe crossing the trestle - Photo Robert Graham. 
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Close up of Mikeôs K28 - Photo Louise Graham. 

Left - Mikes K28 locomotive hauling freight - Photo Louise Graham. 
Right- Grant Alexander packing up some of his rolling stock - Photo Louise Graham. 


























































