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The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news 
from various Large scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found in club contacts.  

 

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 
attachments.  

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

 

Editor: Iain Collingwood, Email: gw.editor@outlook.com 
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Stainz Appreciation Day 
 
For the Wellington Garden Railway Groupôs November running day held at the Brownôs Bay 
Railway it was decided to up the ante and make it a theme day, a Stainz Appreciation Day no 
less!  What better theme to remember how many of us, maybe the majority of us, got started 
along the garden railway track.  There were green Stainz, red Stainz, black Stainz, white 
Stainz, pink Stainz, Christmas Stainz, American Stainz, even a customised diesel Stainz.  A 
true showcase of LGBôs signature loco through the ages. 
 

David Allenôs Brownôs Bay Railway has been a favourite place for running days over the years 
and there is always something new to draw you to come.  David has maintained the track  
power on the railway, so that catered well for those Stainz still in original track power          
configuration.  Some though had been converted to various forms of battery powered radio 
control which allowed for even more trains to run on the small but very well-formed railway.  
Turnouts are all remotely switched, quite fun really with David advising such as òyouôre clear 
now onto the mainò or Iôll switch you back into the stationò.  His career on NZR in signalling 
does kind of show through in a rather nice way. 
 

Afternoon tea was up to Wendyôs usual delicious standard, as was the circle of conversation 
on the lawn, up to standard that is, not delicious!  Itôs not that we are getting older but sitting 
back in the sun enjoying convivial conversation and consumption of cake does sometimes   
appear to take priority over train running. 

 
But rest assured more trains did run after afternoon tea.  As with any running day an eclectic 
mix of visiting and guest trains, most, if not all 0-4-0 ,to suit the confines of a small railway ran.  
Hopefully the accompanying photos will share some of the fun we had at the Stainz             
Appreciation Day.  I just hope everyone took the right Stainz home! 

Wellington Garden Railway Group Meeting 
 

Report and Photos - John Robinson 

The Stainz Appreciation Society, Chairman David standing.  
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Two Stainz at the main station.  

A classic green Stainz on the automatically controlled top loop.  
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Stainz through the fernery.  

Stainz past the shops.  
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Customised diesel Stainz.  

Stainz approaching the fair ground.  
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Stainz roll call.  

Stainz on the main with a checky interloper slipping by.  
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A Stainz-less photo!  Well it is still a classic LGB starter set loco, so itôs close.  

mailto:NZGRC2026@gmail.com?subject=Garden%20Railway%20Convention
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Many trains running - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Christchurch Garden Railway Group, November Running Day 
 
The Christchurch Garden Railway Group had our running day on the 23rd November at Kabita 
and David Whaleôs layout in Lincoln, just out of Christchurch. 
 

The day turned out to be quite pleasant after some funny weather days to date, but all good on 
the day with a 23 degree temperature and about 25 members turning up to drive trains for a 
very pleasant day. It was good to have an Ezy up canopy to sit under to keep the sun off our       
delicate bodies and have a good chat to other members. 

 
This again is another layout that will be on the hit list to visit during our convention in February 
next year. For anyone wanting to go to the convention, get in quick to register, it is going to an 
enjoyable weekend of trains and socializing. 

 
The layout performed very well on the day with no derailments and at one stage I counted 5 
trains going around at the same time on the large chest height, L shaped layout with no    
problems. 

 
The photos to follow will give you an idea of the layout and what trains were running. 

 
It always amazes me at afternoon tea when all the food comes out and we have to eat it all  
before we are allowed to go home. So once again we were well fed with sandwiches, cakes 
biscuits etc, coffee and tea. Very good spread, many thanks to all concerned. 

 
Around 4.00 pm it was time to put the gear away and toddle off home to do some more        
relaxing. (for some not for all!!) 
 

All together a very pleasant afternoon was had by all, now looking forward to our final running 
day for the year at Bill and Margaretôs home in December, with an amazing luncheon to go 
with the day. 
 

Looking forward to our convention on Waitangi weekend in February 2026. 

See you all there. 

Christchurch Garden Railway Group Meeting 

Report - Dave Day, Photos As Credited 
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Billôs Forney passing thru Carter station - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Andrew Hamers NYC FA1 - Photo Ian Galbraith. 

Over and under - Photo Bill Stanley. 
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Donôs Bobo on the highline - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Bill and Noel - Photo Ian Galbraith. 

Noel and Dougôs locoôs - Photo Bill Stanley. 
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Crossing a pair of trestles - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Coming through - Photo Ian Galbraith. 

Kabitaôs C19 hauling mixed frieght - Photo Bill Stanley. 
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Noelôs U class pulling into Carter - Photo Bill Stanley. 

On the climb - Photo Ian Galbraith. 

Dougôs Dash 9 snaking thru - Photo Bill Stanley. 
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Andrew Hamerôs loco heading up the grade - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Noelôs train with Carter township in the background - Photo Ian Galbraith. 

Billôs loco round the bend - Photo Bill Stanley. 
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Ianôs mixed freight passing by with Kabitaôs train appearing behind - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Ianôs double header train - Photo Ian Galbraith. 

Dougôs loco tackling the climb - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Donôs train up front with Billôs passing overhead - Photo Bill Stanley. 
























































