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Christchurch Garden Railway Group Meeting 

Report - David Day, Photos Bill Stanley 

 

Christchurch Garden Railway July running day 

 

On the weekend of the 4th and 5th July we went down to Ashburton Model Train Show for 

the weekend at Tinwald, just South of Ashburton, at the Tinwald Memorial Hall, where we 

were made very welcome on arrival on Friday afternoon for set up. 

 

There were 17 layouts, some of which have never been to the Tinwald Train show before 

and 10 traders scattered around the hall. Weather wise was quite good all weekend until 

come pack up time when the clouds decided to open up and release a whole lot of 

moisture to rain down and made it very wet to go from hall to vehicle, putting all the gear 

away and trying to keep it all dry. 

 

We only took our U Drive down so the children can have turn at driving the trains. 

It is great to watch the childrenôs eyes when they push that button and their eyes light up 

and they are actually driving the train, although we control the speed, for obvious reasons. 

 

All in all it was a busy weekend with a steady stream of people coming through the doors, 

even when competing with sport and any other activity happening at the weekend. 

Being the first weekend of the school holidays there was a lot of grandparents with their 

grandchildren making an appearance and showing a lot of interest. 

  

I had a walk around the trade stalls and found some N scale cars that will fit into my N 

scale in a suitcase very well, that I am building at the moment. 

 

I must put in a special thank you to Douglas Wall for making his van available once again 

to transport the layout to and from Ashburton, even though he was not available to due to 

work commitments. Not many people would lend their vehicle to another driver to take the 

layout to a show. 

 

Also a very big thank you to Bill Stanley and Iain Collingwood for packing and unpacking 

the van, driving to and from Ashburton and for the set up Friday afternoon and pack down 

Sunday afternoon. 

 

The whole weekend was operated by Wayne, Faye and Jesse Lester, Pauline Day and 

myself with help from Steve, Sam and Claire Burnett, Ian Galbraith and Lew Henry for 

another very successful weekend. 
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 Children having a turn and enjoying the U ï Drive Layout on show. 

Even Percy and James made the journey south. 
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These two wagons are Jessieôs latest creations that were displayed on the U - Drive layout. 
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Donald and Mickey on the jigger. 

Children again enjoying the layout note the phone holder in front of the stainz which allows 

you to use your phone for recording the train. 
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tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛ DŀǊŘŜƴ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ нлнт 
 
²ŀƛǘŀƴƎƛ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ ς сǘƘΣ тǘƘ ŀƴŘ уǘƘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнт 
 
/ƻƴǾŜƴƻǊΥ tŀǳƭ aŀƘƻƴŜȅΦ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴΥ нт Wǳƭȅ нлнтΦ 
 

²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛ όōŀǎŜύ π IŀǿŜǊŀ π tŀƭƳŜǊǎǘƻƴ bƻǊǘƘ π hǘŀƪƛ π с ǘƻ у CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнт 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛŘŜŀǎ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜΦ  
DŀǊŘŜƴ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅǎ ς {ƻŎƛŀƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ς {ŀƭŜǎ ς hǘƘŜǊ ŀǧǊŀŎǩƻƴǎ 
 
 

u {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ сǘƘ  
¢ǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛ 
hǇǝƻƴŀƭ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΥ wƛǾŜǊ aŀǊƪŜǘΤ ¢ǊŀƳ .ŀǊƴΤ ²ŀƛƳŀǊƛŜ ǇŀŘŘƭŜ ǎǘŜŀƳŜǊ 
DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ 
ммΦлл LƴǎǇŜŎǘ {ƪǳƴƪ лπпπл¢ ƭƻŎƻΣ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ млс ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŘǳƎ ƻǳǘΦ 
мнΦллπнΦлл tŀǳƭ aŀƘƻƴŜȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ϧ .¸h ƭǳƴŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜƴǳŜ 
нΦолπпΦол !ƭŀƴ aƻǊǊƛǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ 
рΦол DǊƻǳǇ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǾŜǊ !ǊŀƳƻƘƻ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜ 
сΦлл !ǊŀƳƻƘƻ ŎŀŦŞΥ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ǾƛŜǿΦ  
 

v {ǳƴŘŀȅ тǘƘ  
фΦлл ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ ²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛ ǘƻ IŀǿŜǊŀ 
млΦмр DŜƻũ IŀƭƭŀƳ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ς ƻǇǝƻƴ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ π .¸h ƭǳƴŎƘ ς Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
!ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ Χ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ¢ŀǿƘƛǝ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǾƛǎƛǘΤ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǊƛŘŜΤ aŜŎŎŀƴƻ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ  
пΦлл ŘŜǇ IŀǿŜǊŀ ǘƻ ²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛ 
сΦлл /ƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻǇǝƻƴŀƭ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ Ҍ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ Ҍ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀ  
 

w aƻƴŘŀȅ уǘƘ 
уΦол 5ǊƛǾŜ ²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛ ǘƻ tŀƭƳŜǊǎǘƻƴ bƻǊǘƘ  
лфΦол π ммΦол DǊŀƴǘ !ƭƭŜƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ  
ммΦол π мнΦол ŘǊƛǾŜ tŀƭƳŜǊǎǘƻƴ bƻǊǘƘ π hǘŀƪƛ 
мнΦол π оΦол WƻƘƴ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ϧ .¸h ƭǳƴŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜƴǳŜ 
DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŜƴŘǎ Χ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ 
 
 
tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлнс /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ΨDŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ нлнтΣ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Ŧǳƭƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛ ōŀǎŜŘ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜŀΦ ! ōŜƴŜŬǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ŀ 
DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƳƻǝǾŀǝƻƴŀƭΦ Lƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǝƳŜǎ ŬǾŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘ 
ŀƴŘ ²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳΦ /ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǳƴΣ ƳŜŜǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻōōȅΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƴŜǿ ǊŀƛƭǿŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ƘƻōōȅΦ 
 
 

tŀǳƭ aŀƘƻƴŜȅΣ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ 
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wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ  
DŀǊŘŜƴ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛ нлнт 
 

²ŀƛǘŀƴƎƛ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ ς сǘƘΣ тǘƘ ŀƴŘ уǘƘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнт 
 
/ƻƴǾŜƴƻǊΥ tŀǳƭ aŀƘƻƴŜȅΦ ό±ŜǊǎƛƻƴΥ нт Wǳƭȅ нлнтύΦ 
 

DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘ  /ƻǎǘ LǘŜƳ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ 

.ŀǎƛŎ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ Ϸрл ! aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ϧ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǘŜŀǎ όпύ  
tǊƛƴǘŜŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ  
bŀƳŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ 

tŀǊǘƴŜǊ Ϸол !н  

{ƪǳƴƪ ƭƻŎƻ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǝƻƴ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

Ϸр . wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘŜŘΥ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфмфΦ 
tǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ DǊƻǳǇ 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ 
!ũƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ  

Ϸмл /  tǊŜπŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǾŜǊ !ǊŀƳƻƘƻ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜ 
wŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǊƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ōǊƛŘƎŜΦ 
hǊŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƳŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ϸмл ƛǎ ŘŜŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜΦ 

9ȄǘǊŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ϸмл /н  

{ǳƴŘŀȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ 
!ũƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ŎƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜ  

Ϸмл 5 wŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ 
wŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
hǊŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƳŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ϸмл ƛǎ ŘŜŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜΦ 

9ȄǘǊŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ϸмл 5н  

[ŀǘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ Ϸнл 9 wǳƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ нл bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ нл 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлнсΦ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ 
ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ 
/ƻǾŜǊǎ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ 
{ǳǊǇƭǳǎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

¢h¢![    

 
9Ƴŀƛƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƪƛǿƛƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
 

 DŀǊŘŜƴ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛ нлнт 

bŀƳŜ  

[ƻŎŀƭƛǘȅ  

9Ƴŀƛƭ  

aƻōƛƭŜ  

.ƻƻƪŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ !н  .  /н  5н  9 όŘŜƭŜǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇƭȅύ 

 

tŀȅ ǘƻΥ оуπфллсπлрстфпфπлм 
!ŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƴŀƳŜΥ 9 h[ŜŀǊȅ t aŀƘƻƴŜȅ 
5ŜǘŀƛƭǎΥ {ǳǊƴŀƳŜ Ҍ /ƻŘŜ !н.н/н59 όŘŜƭŜǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇƭȅύ 
 
/ŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΥ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ 
hƴŜ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kiwiheritage@gmail.com
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²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎǎ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ²ƘŀƴƎŀƴǳƛΦ L ŀƳ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ L Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ b½ǎ ōŜǎǘ 
ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ wƻǘƻǊǳŀΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ .ƭŜƴƘŜƛƳΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ IƻƪƛǝƪŀΦ ! bŜƭǎƻƴ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ 
ƳƻǾŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ bŜƭǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƴŜǿ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ L ŀƳ ƪŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ ǎƻ ƳŀȅōŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ 
ǾŀǊƛŀǝƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜΦ   
 
 
YŜȅ tƻƛƴǘǎ 

¶ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘΥ ! ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ Χ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎŜŘΦ 

¶ aƻǝǾŜΥ IŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ōȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ  

¶ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΥ Ϸрл ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ς ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŬǾŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǘŜŀǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛƴǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜ ǘŀƎǎΦ 

¶ IƻǎǘǎΥ [ŀȅƻǳǘ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ƎŜǘ ŦǊŜŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ 

¶ wŜŦǳƴŘǎΥ DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƴƻ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǊŜŦǳƴŘǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƳƛƴƛƳƛǎŜŘΦ 

¶ aŜŀƭǎΥ 5ƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 5¸h Χ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻǎǘΦ 

¶ [ƛǾŜ ǎǘŜŀƳΥ .ǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ ƭƻŎƻǎ ŀǘ DŜƻũ IŀƭƭŀƳΩǎ IŀǿŜǊŀ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΦ 

¶ {ŀƭŜǎ ǘŀōƭŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ 

¶ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊΥ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǿŜǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ όtǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƳŀȅōŜ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜƭŦπ
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǧǊŀŎǝƻƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƛŦ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊƻǎŜύΦ 

¶ !ƴȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǳ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎΦ 
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After 25 years of assembling a large collection of Colorado USA narrow gauge G scale 

locos and rolling stock, I finally started laying track for the Motukaraka Point Railway in 

2024, beginning with the Northeast loop at the back of the house. This was expanded 

across the deck in 2025 to develop the West Loops. 

Progress in developing the Motukaraka Point Railway 

Article - Tony Christie. 

Location of major sections of track on a pre-track Google Maps image. 
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Location of the Northeast Loop and West Loops sections connected by track crossing the 

wooden deck (looking south). 

Left - looking east at the Northeast Loop. Right ï Looking south at the West Loops. 

These two areas each have several sidings awaiting establishment of industries. 
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Major advances have been made in 2026 with time available after I gave up my Emeritus 

Scientist position and geological research work at Earth Sciences NZ. Achievements in 

2026 have included completion of the West Loops and an expansion around the south and 

east of the house to form a southern loop. 

Southern end of the West Loops (left) with two tracks passing through portals in the fence 

to the Southwest Junction area where they join, forming a Y, and then split with one track 

proceeding up the left side of the stepping stone pathway and then around the southern 

side of the house, and the other proceeding down the driveway and along the top of the 

stone wall. These two routes are connected as a loop by a section or rack (cog) track. 

Pauatahanui Inlet is in the distance behind the urn fountain and the kinetic sculpture 

ñGeometry Plane Funò. 

Left ï Western Loops outer loop following the driveway. Right ï southern end of Western 

Loops showing the junction of the outer and inner loops (below centre of photo) and two 

tracks exiting the curve of the main loop and proceeding south through portals in the fence 

to join on the other side forming a Y. 
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Left - Looking west at the three-track yard along the driveway wall where a train from the 

West Loops can be broken up and some wagons taken onward up the steep hill to the 

right by an LGB rack loco via a section of LGB rack (cog) track. Right ï terminus of the 

yard with the rack (cog) track proceeding north up the hill to loop around at the top (behind 

the garden furniture) to a yard by the east side of house (see next photo below). 

Left ïView south at a three-track yard on the eastern side of the house where wagons 

brought up the rack (cog) track swap their rack loco for a standard loco and proceed 

around the southern side of the house to the front door area. Right ï view north of track 

along the eastern side of the house between the yard (left photo) and a passing siding on 

the southern side of the house, shown in the next photo. 
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The railway is all at ground level and consists mostly of Bachmann and LGB sectional 

brass track, some LGB flexible brass track, LGB and Piko brass points and a few 

Aristocraft stainless steel points. There is also a section of aluminium flexible track running 

along the top of the stone wall by the front (south) driveway. There are several passing 

tracks and many sidings for operation, but at present I have only a few structures, mostly 

Pola and Piko stations and water towers. I plan to add structures of industries to be served 

by the railway.  

 

Ground preparation for track in the originally grassed areas of the Northeast Loop and 

Western Loops consisted of digging back to soil, laying weed mat and covering with 

stones: -20 mm for the Northeast Loop, whereas the Western Loops are mostly pea gravel 

with some -20 mm stone boarders. For most of the southern and eastern areas, south of 

the Western Loops fence and beyond the stepping stone path to the front door, a trench, 

varying from 50 to 75 mm deep, was dug, weed mat laid and filled with -20 mm stones 

and track laid.   

 

I use track power on the Northeastern Loop and West Loops, but running south beyond 

the fence at the southern end of the West Loops is a problem. It is out of visibility of the 

controller for track power and at present I donôt have any radio controlled and battery 

powered locomotives. However, several members of the Wellington Garden Railway 

Group have run their RC & battery locos on these southern sections, being able to follow 

their trains as they proceed around that area.  

Left ï passing siding, southern side of the house, looking east. Right ï track down (west) 

the right side of front path back to the Southwest Junction area and onward north (right) to 

West Loops. 
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I must acknowledge that I have had a lot of help. My landscaping and plantings have been 

assisted by my wife Diana, sons Daniel and Alister, and Daughter-in-Law Jackie. Some 

running operations are managed by grandson Alex (6 years old). I joined the Wellington 

Garden Railway Group in late 2022 and have had lots of encouragement and valuable 

advice from other members and by seeing other peopleôs garden railways, including those 

at the 2023 Auckland and 2024 Wairarapa conventions.  

 

Going forward, spring time will probably involve additional planting with the aim to cover 

most of the gravel areas in the Western Loops. I hope to move to RC and battery power 

later in the year, probably post-Christmas if Santa Claus brings me the appropriate 

presents! I also need to build some freight destination structures. I still have a collection of 

additional track that will enable a long-term plan to progress the railway to north of the 

garage. 

 

The Motukaraka Point Railway is scheduled to host the November meeting of the 

Wellington Garden Railway Group, so expect a report in the December issue of this 

newsletter that will have photos of trains running on the day. 

 

Auckland Garden Railway Group July 2026 

 

As has become a bit of a tradition for July we met up for a mid winter dinner at a local 

restaurant. This time we went to Bricklane in New Lynn. I would be interested in suggestions 

for other venues and one of my key selection criteria is that there is easy parking at or near to 

the venue. Let me know if you have any suggestions, North central or south. A group of 12 

members turned up to the dinner and I think we can say we all enjoyed the evening with good 

food, drink and conversation. Weôll look to do this again next July. 

 

Our August meeting host has had to postpone due to building work going on next door, 

including building a new boundary fence. As the railway is beside this fence the meeting has 

been postponed until later in the year. I am currently trying to organise a visit to the Auckland 

Central Model Railway club at their clubs rooms 174 Penrose Road, Mount Wellington. I will 

send out emails once I have a confirmed date. 

  

If you need to contact me my mobile number is 021 529 015 or you can email me at 

robert.graham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz or grahamclannz@xtra.co.nz I hope to see you at our 

next meeting. 

 

Robert Graham  

Auckland Garden Railway Group Meeting  

Report ï Robert Graham. 

mailto:robert.graham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
mailto:grahamclannz@xtra.co.nz
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The Class 27 on the head of the recently constructed rake of mark one carriages. These were 

also largely 3-D printed. 

1. Introduction 

  

With the body design complete, the way was clear to commence printing. In reality, a number of 

trial prints were undertaken as the design progressed to ensure that things were printing as 

expected. This threw up a number of issues most of which were addressed whilst others were 

circumvented, but still await a full solution.  
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2. Printing 

   

In order to fit the prints into the printer, the body had to be broken into four sections. Initial trials 

showed that the raised detail and the curved sections came out perfectly which was a blessing. 

However, the flat sides particularly around the cabs exhibited issues with deformation. Various 

printing angles were trialled. None were completely successful. However, the problem was 

narrowed down to the sides and ends leaning in towards and/or facing the build plate. 

 

To solve this, a number of practices were adopted:  

 

¶ Firstly, the affected cab areas were printed twice, each being oriented differently so that 

each print had a good side that could be used. 

 

¶ Secondly, the cab fronts were always pointed away from the build plate so that they were 

printed last at a point where there was plenty of support and the print had stabilised. This 

also meant that there was no scaffolding in this particularly visible area. Likewise, the roof 

areas were always angled away from the build plate for the same reason. 

 

¶ Thirdly, the first area printed (closest to the build plate, and seemingly not particularly stable 

and thus also liable to deform) was overlapped by the adjoining prints. Accordingly, any 

deformed sections could be cut off when the prints were cut to length. 

 

¶ Lastly, to keep the bodysides in line until they could be assembled, temporary bracing was 

created with built in printed rods that were incorporated within the prints to hold them in 

place. As the prints were assembled, these were removed (see below). 

 

By adopting the above approach, I gradually obtained sufficient prints to create a complete ógoodô 

body. 

 

 

 

 

 

The body artwork with the cross bracing visible through the main hatch opening. The third 

sections are nominally highlighted beneath the artwork. In the end I elected to break the body 

into four sections to ensure that joints were kept clear of windows and also followed roof panel 

joints as much as possible. 
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Downloaded STL files angled, fitted with scaffold and sliced ready for printing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A suite of trial cab prints, each an improvement on its predecessor. There are still problems with 

the latest (closest) with the fan frame peeling off. This was fixed by creating a tube that passed 

through the roof and nestled into the frame. With 3D artwork, what appears to be a solid joint 

sometimes isnôt! 
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The roof corners before and after sanding. Not too bad for a bodge job in this complex area of 

the design. The four corners took about an hour to sand to a reasonable profile following printing. 

N.B. One of the positives of the óABS likeô resin is its ease of sanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the central sections showing the detail possible with óABS Likeô resin. The planks are just 

visible on the roof section. These too, were gently sanded away following assembly. 
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The three sections originally printed. However, there were problems finding suitable connecting 

points along roof panel joints whilst avoiding side windows and other details. Hence, as noted 

above, four prints were ultimately produced so that the joints could be positioned in easy to 

manage areas. 

 

 

 

3. Assembly 

  

Once I had sufficient prints to create a complete shell, each print was cut to size ready for gluing. 

Stainless steel rods were cut to length to reinforce the sides and provide good alignment as the 

gluing took place. These were placed along the body sides: 

   

¶ at the tangent point of the roof where it meets the sides,  

¶ midway down the sides and  

¶ along the base.  

 

Multiple clamps were used along the outside faces to ensure that the alignments remained true. As 

far as possible, joints were made at the edge of roof panels and on the sides between detail areas 

and openings with plenty of meat in between to allow for filling and sanding that followed. 

Two sections cut to size and mated keeping the joint clear of grills roof panels and side windows. 
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The four sections cut to size. 

 

 

Parts being glued together with stainless steel reinforcing rods added for reinforcement and to 

keep the sides aligned and straight. 

 

One of the deformed cab sides. This was cut out following assembly, as shown on the right. 
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The replacement part cut from a second print, that had been angled the opposite way when 

being printed, being offered up to check the fit. 

Replacement panel being glued in. N.B. a similar treatment was done for the diagonally opposed 

corner as well. 
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The last of the reinforcing rods being added and then, on the right, the joints being filled with 

araldite to maximise strength within the joints. 

4. Filling and Sanding 

  

Once the glue had hardened sufficiently, the joints were sanded and then washed. Following this, 

some minor imperfections were filled and sanded repeatedly to obtain a reasonable finish. Once I 

was happy with the initial preparation, the shell was spray primed. This inevitably produced more 

imperfections, as was to be expected, and so the preparation continued until I was happy with its 

appearance under a coat of primer. 

The initial sanding done. This inevitably revealed many more flaws that needed attention so 

more filling and sanding! 

Following sanding, the body was washed and allowed to dry, thus revealing more blemishes to 

fill and sand. 



Page 23  

THE GARDEN WHISTLE  

 

After repeated sessions of filling, sanding and washing, I felt comfortable enough to give the 

body a coat of primer paint. Inevitably this revealed more blemishes! 

The opposite side also receiving attention. On a positive note, the ends and roof were 

reasonably good and didnôt require much attention beyond a gentle rub down to remove the 

planking effect caused by the design. 

Unfortunately, my somewhat over enthusiastic sanding damaged some of the small bodyside 

vents. So, I cut out a spare section I had, removed the damaged piece and replaced it. The 

inevitable sanding and filling of the fresh joints followed. Thatôll teach me! 
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Finally, after many coats of primer, filling and rubbing down; I ended up with a body I was happy 

with. 

5. Connecting the Body to the Chassis and the Removable Roof Panel 

  

With the body shell completed to priming stage, it was time to make the connections between it 

and the chassis, and also to mount the removable roof panel. 

Creating fixing points to connect the body to the chassis. There are two at each end formed from 

aluminium angle glued to the base of the crew desks in the cab with bolts that connect to the 

underframe. In the centre, a brass bar is being glued in place with a hole in the middle that fits a 

bolt mounted to the control box (which is in turn glued to the chassis below). 
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Magnetic strips added to top of the control box to secure the removable roof panel. They are 

glued in place with sealant to give some resilience to the connection. 

A second pair of magnetic strips were placed on top of those glued to the control box and sealant 

placed on top of these. The removable panel was then carefully positioned on top of the sealant 

and gently squeezed down until it fitted into the roof recess. 

Once the sealant had set, the panel was removed and brass strips were added between the 

magnetic strips. The brass adds weight and gives reinforcement to prevent deformation. More 

sealant was also applied around the magnetic strips to beef up their connection to the panel. 
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6. Conclusion and the Next Stage  

 

The class 27 with its bodyshell fitted. N.B. The removable roof panel still needs to be primed. 

Completion of the bodyshell was a real milestone. However, it took me to a stage I have always 

found intimidating: painting and decals. Before that challenge, there were a number of details that 

needed to be added along the way. More on this in the next instalment. 

The painted and decaled locomotive. 
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Building the Iron Creek Outdoor Section 

Article - Editor 

The Starting point was back in 2024 at the Wairarapa after Christchurch had a successful 

bid to hold the 15th New Zealand Garden Convention when Bill Stanley said to me are you 

going to have your layout on the convention tour at the next convention, I always had a 

thought that I would like to have an extension to the existing indoor layout that I had been 

working on but always thought I would have been further along with the indoor before 

starting the outdoor section. 

 

After returning home ideas and designs were bouncing around my head so I thought I 

should sketch some ideas down and mark up a bit of a plan before going any further, I 

also measured out the space to make sure I had enough room for my plan. 

 

My designing started and I wanted to use the óKeep it Simpleô method by not over 

complicating things as I wanted it to be fairly simple to operate and user friendly for 

visitors to the railroad, so key aspects were: 

 

¶ Elevated, I have had a ground layout before and didnôt enjoy it that much (I like 

looking into the scenery instead of down on it hence the high indoor layout). 

¶ Simple to construct but robust enough to have some life, also easy to dismantle if 

the time came for a change too.  

¶ Broad curves to allow for my large locomotives and rolling stock é. my Accucraft 

coaches struggle unless they have extremely relaxed curvature. 

¶ Within armôs reach, problems happen so being able to reach the train is a bonus 

and all the turnouts are manual and at close proximity. 

¶ Track power was a must for me as I predominantly run DCC locomotive but also 

Battery and Live Steam for visitors.  

¶ Also I wanted it to be at presentable standard for the impeding convention not 

necessarily finished but worthy of displaying on tour.  

 

Also having built my own outdoor layout previously and also help build numerous other 

layouts for other people I felt like I knew the things I wanted but also importantly the things 

I didnôt want for my layout. 

 

So, with this all in mind I had 2 years to build éé plenty of time, right? Well not when you 

procrastinate for a year because you have a garden shed that you need to relocate it was 

now March and only give yourself 11 months along with all the other tasks like helping 

organise the convention, do monthly newsletters and also do that thing we do called work. 
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A Shot from my previous outdoor layout from 15 years ago, where there was a lot of I wouldnôt do 

that again on my next one. 

Garden Shed moved so the layout build could start, at this point the convention was only 11 

months away. 


























