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DENVER GARDEN RAILWAY SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER
The Denver Garden Railway Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to the education,
promotion and enjoyment of all aspects of garden railroading.
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Hobo Brunch

Highball
As we approach August, summer is halfway over, but
our club has now found solid ground post pandemic.
We have had two successful open layout tours and
hosted our immensely popular summer picnic.
Hopefully, as you read this, we have just had a
wonderful general meeting and ice cream social at
the Greenwald’s.
I want each club member to know that from this day
forward that the leadership of this club will be
focused on executing a plan to host a successful
2022 NGRC. Many of you in the club will be asked
to help in various roles, and while some have
experience planning and coordinating these big
events, others may not so they need all the help and

The Hobo Brunch Group

meets on the 2nd Saturday of
every month at 8:30 a.m.
Next meeting Aug 14 at
Valley Inn. Just show up, no
reservations necessary!
Location: “Valley Inn, 1997 S.
Wadsworth Blvd.” Please
contact Byron & Marta Fenton
at 303 936-0920 with
questions.
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support the club can provide. The first way club members can help is by having their
layouts on tour, we need to have an accurate assessment of layouts available for next
years tours, so please contact Chris Greenwald to get your layout on tour. Doug Mayes
and Michelle Miller are always looking for volunteers to help out in various roles for the
upcoming convention, so if you are willing, please contact them to help in the 2022
NGRC.
Lastly, I would like to say thank you to everyone who helped make the picnic and swap
meet successful. It was a pleasure to see many of you that I haven’t seen in months.
Looking forward to seeing at our next meeting!

Jeff Lillo

ICE CREAM SOCIAL AND GENERAL MEETING
See Chris Greenwald’s layout, learn about choosing plants to enhance your layout and have
it looking great for next summer’s convention tours, Enjoy the ice cream social and visit with
Rail road friends on Tuesday, July
28th, 2021.
Enjoy the ice cream social and visit
with Rail road friends on Tuesday, July
28th, 2021.
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A Track Slider Will Help Keep Your Track Clean
Article from www.mhgrs.com

A slider under some of your cars will help keep your track clean. I got this from Sherman
Zell during the BAGRS convention. Her runs these on his long trains, usually 30 to 40 cars
or more, says these work great. See attached pictures of my version. I did not get any
details from him, just saw them
and made my own. If your
track is very dirty these will
bump along, but with cleaner
track they do not. Sherman
said no additional weight is
required. This will help keep
your track clean but will not
clean a dirty track. This type of
device has been used in the
smaller scales for the same
purpose. Our club had a
display layout at a TCA show
for two days, one of the loops
had a car with a track slider and it was very shiny and clean compared to the other loops
that did not have a slider.
Here is how to do it. See
attached pictures and drawing.
These dimensions are for the
narrow-gage cars, if you are
running the longer standard
gauge cars you could make
them longer, also you should
make sure the width will work
on your curves. It may be
necessary to make them wider
or locate them closer to an end
of the car. I picked the 3 1/2”
bolt centers by looking to see
where the holes would be on
the car. This seemed to wolrk
the best, and you can use
different dimensions if it works
Copyright 2021 DGRS
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for you. The following should work for most applications.
Material list:
Plywood 1/2” x 5” x 31/8” taper both ends on the bottom, see drawing.
2-#10-24x2 1/2 flat head machine screws with washers and nuts.
9/64” (#28) drill for the #10 screws, and counter sink with a 5/16” drill.
2-7/32” brass tube 2” long.
2 Brass strips 1/32”x 1/4”x 2 -3/4” lg., drill 3 1/3” holes.
6-#4 x 3/8” self-tapping screws and a 1/16” drill.
Flat black spray paint.
Drywall sanding screen 180 grit (fine), cut to 7-7/9” long. I have not tired the coarser grit of 100. It might be
okay. Cutting this is hard on regular scissors, use cutters for metal if available.
Start with Plywood 1/2” x 5” x 3 1/8”. Taper the ends about 1/8” by 1/2 “, drill two 9/64” (#28 ) holes 3 1/2”
apart centered on the block. Use a 5/16” drill bit to countersink the bottom side of the holes. Thread the
#10-24 x 2 1/2” flat head machine screws from the bottom up through the wood. Put a washer and a nut on
the top of the wood. Then slip a 2”long brass tube down over the machine screw, using a side cutter crimp
the the tube near the bottom to insure it does
not work up and off the screw and then screw it
down tight to the nut. With this method you can
remove the tube and the screw if needed,
alternately you could glue in on. Take a brass
strip about 2 2/4”long and drill three 1/8” holes
in it toto secure the screen. Place this strip on
the block in the location to hold the screen,
mark the hole locations and drill 1/16”holes.
Run the screws down into the holes now and
then remove them. At this point I would install
the brass strips with the screws, and paint the
assembly or just paint the exposed portion of
the sides, flat black, (it is not necessary to paint
the brass tubes), this makes it much easier to
put the brass strips in the correct location when
installing the screen, as this area will not be
painted. Remove the screws and brass strips.
Cut the screen to 7 7/8” long and wrap it around
the wood block, with about 1/8” projecting on one side. Attach on one end with the brass strip and screws
then make it as tight as possible and attack the opposite end. Then cut the wide side to about 1/8”
projection. Make sure the tops of the screws have the same C-C distance as the bottom (3 1/2”). Next you
need a car to put this under. It you use a car with truss rods make sure it has at least 3/4” clearance above
the rails. Drill two 5/16” holes 3 1/2” apart on the centerline of the car. They do not have to be centered on
the length of the car, just make sure the wheels will clear the slider if it is not centered.

Byron Fenton
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World of 7½” Trains
Did you know that my kitchen at the LCRR has become known as the Harvey House? Well
let me tell you a little bit about the Harvey House in the early days of the railroads.
As you know, Fred Harvey established restaurants along the Santa Fe railroad route to feed
customers, because, at that time, there were no dining cars. Food was prepared so that the
passengers could “grab and go” when the train stopped for water. The quality of food was
excellent and the service was even better.

A Harvey Girl in
Uniform

Harvey Houses were established in 1876 and closed mostly in the 40’s with the advent of
the dining cars. However there seems to be a revival. Barstow, California is a museum and
Las Vegas, New Mexico recently restored the hotel and restaurant and it has opened for
business. During its hay day, the waitresses at the Harvey Houses were, as the
advertisement said, “Young women, age 18 to 30 years of age, of good character,
attractive, and intelligent”. These young ladies had to sign a contract to work for one year
and wear the special uniform. Although I do not have all the credentials, I do my best to
provide food that would meet the Harvey House standards.
When a work day on the LCRR is scheduled, there is always the question what should I
serve for lunch? Question solved! LCRR members Pam and Kirk McGuire, Dale and Sharon
Underwood, Pete and Marilou Hendel and Ron Keiser purchased the Harvey House
Cookbook, Memories of Dining along the Santa Fe Railroad. That has been a life saver as
there are many great recipes. (picture 1)
Copyright 2021 DGRS
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Bob made a sign to hang in the kitchen and Jim and Cindy Desautel provided some Harvey
House dishes that they found in an antique store. To
finish everything off we have a sign that announces
that the Kitchen is in fact “OPEN”.
When it is time to eat, I ring the 1 mile bell outside
the back door, and watch the hungry gandy dancers
come in to take on nourishment. Although we do not
try to eat and get back to the train in 25 minutes and I
do not wear the special floor length dress, as was the
case of the Harvey houses, we do have a good time
considering this the ”Larkspur Harvey House”. By the
way, the Larkspur Harvey House will not be open on
Saturday August 28 when the DGRS has it’s meeting
at the LCRR, so bring a sack lunch, but do plan to ride
the trains after the meeting and lunch!

Glen Leise

Scott enjoys a beer and chocolate cake
on Doug Mayes patio,
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Doug built this little planter on his
wall to soften the appearance of his
layout. It is only about 2 inches
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Convention Report/Update
The

highlight of my Convention activity since last month’s report was a 2 1/2 hour Zoom call with
Malinda Jungst, 2021 Registration Chairperson and her husband Steve, who was the Vendor
Chairman. Also participating on the call were Michelle Miller, Glen Leise and Adam Pryce. It has
been more than six years since the DGRS hosted a National Garden Railway Convention and it was
insightful to learn more about what activities/programs Nashville incorporated into their convention
to make it a more family oriented event. Their “Welcome Reception” was a huge success attracting
almost half of their convention attendees. Also, they included a youth modeling contest and clinics
in addition to activities for “train windows”, like a scrapbooking clinic. All great ideas that we’ll adopt
for 2022. Glen was most interested in Nashville’s on-line registration program, which should make
the overall registration process more efficient, but there are still many questions to be answered
before our e-store is operational and providing the reporting necessary for Bob and Glen Leise to
effectively manage the 2022 NGRC registration program. I have a long list of online registration
questions from Glen and will be working with Adam to get them answered.
The Crowne Plaza event planner that we’ve been working with the past 18 months has been
replaced. Ronica will be our third event planner since we contracted with the hotel for our
convention more than three years ago. She has already provided us with catering menus to help
price the traditional convention banquet, which can then be added to the registration package.
Michele and I will be meeting with Ronica next week to review the contract and introduce her to
garden railroading.
Michele continues to be extremely successful in recruiting vendors for our convention. The new
owners of Split Jaw Products and Stoneworks have already purchased multiple booths. Sixteen of
the vendors that were in Nashville have verbally committed and will be returning their contracts and
deposits. Another 25 vendors are strongly considering the 2022 NGRC. A list of contracted vendors
will be provided in the next convention update.
Layout tours are one of the keys to attracting convention attendees. So, I was delighted that eleven
DGRS layouts were on tour in July. This is right on our convention target of ten to twelve layouts per
day for three days in the Denver metro area and one day in Northern Colorado. A special thanks to
the DGRS members, who shared their layouts with us for the first time. Recruiting friends and family
to assist during your convention layout tour has been the norm for our past conventions. I’d like to
encourage more of our members to help each other during this convention.
Thanks,

Doug Mayes
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Building Bridges Out of Odds
and Ends

All Aboard!
Boreas Pass Railroad Day is
coming to Como the third
Saturday of August!
Saturday, August 21 9am to
6pm
9am begins FREE pancakes at
the Boreas Pass Section House
FREE performance of the
Denver Brass in Como
Open house at Como’s
Roundhouse, Depot and
schools.

Hand Car- An old style manual
powered track inspection or labor
transport car. It is worked by
pumping a lever which is connected
to a crank on the drive gear.
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Mother Nature was not kind to the J&J Railroad this past
spring. The J&J Railroad is a dog bone-shaped layout
consisting of 300 feet of track with eight-foot radius
curves at each end coming off a raised embankment. Each
curve is on a bridge at the
north and south corners of
my yard and the curves
have gone through various
revisions as the chief
engineer has tried new
building techniques
throughout the railroad’s
existence.
Fast forward to spring
2021, the J&J Railroad
was directly impacted
by five-foot snow drifts.
Each raised bridge did
not fare well because
the weight of the snow
not only sagged the
bridge decking but
collapsed some of the bridge piers as the snow began to
melt. It was clearly time for the chief engineer to
reengineer each bridge.
Once the chief engineer checked with management, it was
decided that with Covid-19 supply chain issues that we
would rebuild each bridge with existing supplies. The
spring blizzard also collapsed some fencing, so
management decided that the old fencing could be used to
supply the rebuilding effort.
The chief engineer decided the north bridge would have
cedar 4x4 piers and a cedar picket decking. The reason for
the decking was quite simple-it was to keep out many of
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Terms & Expressions
used by RR
Maintenance Workers
‘The glory of the steam age resides in
the locomotives, the varnish and the
long freighters which paved the way.
Little thought is given to those who
made and kept the track up, the
Maintenance of Way workmen.
Although machines have taken over
much of the work today in the age of
steam, keeping the track, roadbed,
structures, signals, etc in working
condition was hard manual labor.
Much of the following slang and
terms is as appropriate today as it was
fifty years ago.
ADZE- A hand tool used to level the
tops of ties
ADZER- A machine which cuts
depressions in ties which accept the
plate

the prodding Dutch Irises that management likes
surrounding the right of way. The span across the lawn
was to be a reused metal pull bridge that has withstood
two years of abuse and is simple for the chief gardener to
remove for lawn mowing. The new utilitarian bridge is
being coated with stain and should provide many years of
support.

High Raile
An

auto, pickup or truck which
is equipped with rail wheels as
well as rubber tires so it can be
used on either highway or
track.

ANGLE BAR- The metal plate used
to fasten two rails together.
BALLAST- Crushed stone or other
organic material used as track bed.
BALLAST CLEANER-Any tool
which removes, cleans and replaces
balast under the track.
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The south corner bridge received the most damage from
the spring storms, with the snow wiping out 20” PVC piers
and a curved single deck supported from a central pier.
Sticking with management’s request to use onsite
materials, the chief engineer decided to modify the single
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Worker Terms
BALLAST FORK A fork similar to a
hay fork but wider and with many
closely. spaced tines
BALLAST REGULATOR A machine
which shapes, sweeps and grooms the
roadbed under the tracks.
BALLAST SHOULDER The portion
of the ballast from the end of the tie
to the beginning of the slope.
BALLET MASTER Track foreman.
BLOCK A section of track between
fixed signals on which movement is
governed by said signals.
BOND WIRE A strand of wire
fastened on both sides of a rail joint
to provide electrical continuity.

August 2021
20” PVC pier design to a double 20” PVC A-frame pier
design with
alternating 2x4 cedar
posts. The decking
consists of a
screwed-on pier cap
that stretches out to
curved deck edging
to complete the
structure. The
bridge is currently
undergoing staining
and painting and
should have a long
design life for the
J&J Railroad.
Management is very happy
with the resourceful chief
engineer and has decided to
up the weekly operating
budget to $10 dollars.
Everyone on the J&J Railroad
is excited about the news.

BOTET WELD A means of welding
rail together using thermite.
BRIDGE GANG A track gang which
installs, repairs, replaces and
maintains railroad bridges.
BUG A drift punch used to drive out
stuck track bolts and to line bolt
holes in angle bars etc.

Jeff Lillo

CAMP CAR A bunk car parked at or
near a work site for the track workers
to live in during the project.
CLAW BA
A long bar used to remove spikes
from ties
CONTINUOUS RAIL Rail welded
in to one long length without joints.
CROPPING SAW A gasoline or air
powered saw used for cutting rail.
This can be a carbide saw or a
reciprocating saw with a
metal cutting blade.
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DGRS Calendar
Date

2021 Event

Details

July 27
Tuesday,

General meeting and ICE CREAM SOCIAL at the
home of Chris & Nola Greenwald
Program: David Winger will tell us about plants
that will thrive in our yard and what will be
blooming during the 2022 Convention

7:00 PM, 2060 S. Joliet St
Aurora, CO 80014
Bring a chair

Aug 14-15,
Sat & Sun

SouthEast Quadrant Tours

Details to come

Aug 14
Sat

Hobo Brunch; Members get together and swap
stories at breakfast.

8:30 am at the Valley Inn, 1997 S
Wadsworth Blvd, Lakewood, CO

Aug 21
Sat

Boreas Pass Railroad Day

9 AM- 6 PM
Como, Colorado

Open House at Como’s Roundhouse, Depot &
Schools, Visit the Klondike Kate Steam Engine
at Como Roundhouse. Free Pancakes at
Boreas Pass Scetion House
Free Denver Brass Concert in Como

Aug. 28
Sat

General Meeting.
Plan to ride the trains after the meeting and
lunch.

LCRR in Larkspur at the home of Bob and
Glen Leise.
Bring a Sack lunch

Get your articles to Cherylene for The September newsletter by August 20th!
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