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Conductors Corner

Hello Garden Railroaders,

Another month has passed. | hope you are surviving
the heat. Last Saturday we had 11 members come to
Hobo Breakfast in FC and about 10 came over to my
house to run trains and visit for a while. | appreciate
the great turnout and camaraderie.

Last Meeting — July 15 — A huge thanks to Ken and
Karen Kafka for hosting our June meeting. Food was
great, riding Ken'’s train (unfortunately for the last time)
was lots of fun, Ken’s tour/stories of his collections
were amazing and very interesting and Karen shared
some good stories as well.
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Next Meetin
Wed Aug 19 — Dale and Peggy Clark

4274 Trailwood Ct. Loveland

Remaining Outdoor Meetings

September — Carl and Holly Hinderer’s
October — Shawn and Patty Elworthy’s

Next Meeting — Aug 19 — Dale and Peggy Clark will be
hosting our August Meeting. They have a fun railroad
and love hosting our meetings, so I’'m sure we will have
a delightful evening. As always, bring your fine RR
items you would like to give away or sell.

Club Announcements - If you need help on your
railroad, need advice, want to sell something, want to
buy something, hold an open house, or make a general
announcement, please email or call Carl Hinderer and
he will send out your request to all club members.

Happy Garden Railroading,

Mark
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Treasurer Report

Current Membership
Paid Members 27
Honorary Members 10
Lapsed Members 6
Financials August 1, 2026
Income 25.00
Expenses 150
Bank Balance 7589.36
Bank CD 0.00
Petty Cash 0.00
Undeposited Checks 0.00
- _— .D‘ol “‘_.".; / T "Q 'i-*'-'.
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NEWS FROM THE GOOD SAM RAILROAD GROUP
By Tim Kathka

When we hosted the June meeting, | mentioned to
Mark that | was thinking about adding a rodeo to our
layout. Mark replied that he had not seen a rodeo on
a layout anywhere. | did a little research and found
that Colorado claims to have held the first rodeo in the
world on July 4, 1869. That fits well with our 1890’s
theme so we now have a rodeo on the Good Sam
Layout.

There are plenty of G-scale rodeo figures available
online...mostly coming from China. We started with the
easiest, bull riding. We have two different bulls,
Bodacious and Bruiser, and fearless riders.

Just as in real life, women are also featured in our
rodeo. Of course we have barrel racing. Do you know
what the fastest rodeo event is? It is women’s
breakaway roping, where the women often complete
roping the calf in less than 3 seconds and world record
being less than 1.5 seconds. Prizes now can reach
$40,000, which would equate to $14.4 million per hour.

Barrel Racing
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We hope to add bareback bronco riding in the near
future. Each week we change the event and we feature
a local resident as the star of the rodeo. This has
caused a bit of a stir, with visitors coming out to see
who the star of the rodeo will be in the new week.

Despite the heat, we are attracting much larger crowds
this year, thanks in part to our umbrellas, which provide
some welcome shade, and to our efforts to show
something different each week. We also attract visiting
grandkids and great grandkids, teaching them how to
run the trains and awarding each child with a JUNIOR
ENGINEER CERTIFICATE.

The grandstands are filling up. We run trains every
Wednesday and Saturday morning from 9:30 to 11:30,
essentially an open house twice a week. Please stop
by—especially easy after enjoying a Loveland Hobo
Breakfast.

Train Shed
By Kenneth Jessen

The old train shed, once located along the main line,
has been moved to the yards for car storage.
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Log Car
By Kenneth Jessen

It has been more than a decade since | tried to
construct a car for my railroad. It all started when | was
trimming some bushes. This is a C&S log car using a
previously owned flat car.

New Right Of Way
By Kenneth Jessen

The old causeway is no more and has been replaced
by this new elevated right-of-way.
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Narrow Gauge Steam Locomotive
By Kenneth Jessen

There have been a lot of unusual locomotives such as
this one from Siberia. Others have included the ltalian
locomotive where the exhaust went through a long
pipe on top of the boiler as a heat exchange and the
smoke stack was on top of the cab. There also was a
steam engine where a diesel engine was below the
boiler.

Bachmann C-21
By Kenneth Jessen

The outside frame Bachmann No. 21 (which would be
a C-21 on the D&RG) has a serious issue with the body
mounted tender coupler. After use, it tends to rotate
especially when backing, and 100% of the time causes
the trailing truck on the tender to derail. The gear box
is too long and interferes with the inside wheel of the
trailing truck. Kadee makes a short draft gear box that
uses the same coupler. (I know you have all told me to
convert all my couplers to Kadee, but it would
approach $100 and a lot of time.)

www.NCGR.net Page | 4



ISSUE #317

NCGR Timetable e

Mountain Pride Layout
By Kenneth Jessen

At one time for the archives, layouts were submitted,
but it has taken me years to complete my map of the
Mountain Pride RR.

Mountain Pride RR

Kenneth Jessen

26

G-Scale 1/20.3

16 feet

N\
'
|
/ . 5
abandoned /7 \& 1
———————

Trip to Bangalore, India
By Chris Stone

1984 69
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During the month of July, | spent a week in Bangalore,
India. With the city's notorious road congestion, the
Metro proved to be by far the most efficient way to get
around. Even walking can be challenging due to heavy
traffic, limited pedestrian crossings, and numerous
safety hazards along busy streets.

| purchased a five-day Metro pass for 900 Rupees,
roughly $9 USD, which provided unlimited travel
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throughout the system. For a rail enthusiast, it was an
incredible value and a great way to experience the city.
The accompanying Metro photographs were taken
early on a Sunday morning when stations and trains
were relatively quiet. The following day told a very
different story. Joining the Monday morning rush-hour
crowd provided a first-hand look at how effectively the
system moves enormous numbers of commuters. The
trains were packed, yet operations remained
remarkably efficient.

Beyond the rail experience, Bangalore offered
wonderful food, friendly people, and a rich culture. It
was a fascinating visit and a memorable opportunity to
experience one of the world's rapidly growing urban
transit systems.

Trains are clean, efficient and on time. A good alternative to
travelling by road
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Tech Tips

Solving Bachmann Coupler Issues
By Chris Reid

Most commercial G scale cars (not just Bachmann)
feature couplers mounted on a long "tongue" attached
directly to the truck. As the truck rolls over misaligned
rail joints or track defects, this causes significant
vertical movement. That deflection frequently leads to
accidental uncoupling.

| had persistent issues with my Bachmann couplers
disconnecting—usually in the most inconvenient
places—and the gap between cars was unrealistically
wide. While body-mounted Kadees were the obvious
fix, converting my entire fleet was cost-prohibitive,
forcing me to find a workaround using the original
couplers.

My initial thought was to remove the coupling and
shorten the tongue by drilling a new mounting hole.
However, once | removed the truck, it became clear
that the coupler could be mounted directly to the car
body, perhaps with a small spacer.

| tested this setup across various track radii. For the
most part, the cars negotiated tight curves well, though
not the smallest LGB radius.

S&LoRT Bren
Ladies Coach
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Trains have a ladies only coach. | boarded one by mistake, |
won'’t do that again

Compare car spacing with body mounted and floppy truck mount
on the right
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With the appearance significantly improved, |
considered the project a success and converted the
rest of my fleet. Still, | experienced the
occasional disconnect. | eventually discovered that if |
closed the couplings on both cars and hooked one
over the other, the connection was rock-solid—though
| still don't entirely understand why that works!

If anyone is interested, | would be happy to give a quick
demonstration at a future meeting.

Chris Reid

Railroad Puzzle

Word Seach — Find the following Words

Caboose, Depot, Signal, Bridge, Railyard, Trestle,
Scale, Locomotive, Switch, Steam, Engineer, Module,
Scenery, Gauge, Tunnel
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See last section for the answers
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For Sale

Still nothing for sale

Contact Information

Dues are $25 per year/family, renewable November 1

President Mark Sears markesears1@msn.com
Treasurer Carl Hinderer clhent@yahoo.com

Director Dale Clark dragontrain5557 @gmail.com
DGRS Liaison Robert Linton rjlinton1@gmail.com
Timetable editor | Chris Stone chrisstone579@gmail.com
Webmaster Del Tapparo deltapparo@comcast.net

Facebook admin | Ed Harvey
Mailing Address NCGR c/o
Carl Hinderer

fedwinharvey@gmail.com
640 Great Basin Ct
Berthoud, CO 80513

Calendar

Monthly Meeting

Aug 19 Dale & Peggy Clark, 4274 Trailwood Ct, Loveland
Sep 16 Carl & Holly Hinderer, Berthoud
Oct 21 Shawn & Patty Elworthy

Bring something to show and tell
Please wear your name badges

Guests welcome
Meetings start at 6pm

HOBO Breakfast
1st Saturday — Fort Collins, Breakfast Club, 121 W Monroe
3 Saturday — Loveland, Perkins, 2222 W Eisenhower
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