
 

  

Northern Colorado Garden Railroaders No. 263 September 2021 

Conductor’s CornerConductor’s CornerConductor’s CornerConductor’s Corner    
Chris Reid 

Ac�ng President 

   Yikes it’s September! What hap-

pened to the rest of the year? 

   The club mee�ng in August was host-

ed by Mark and Jayne Sears and we 

had a great turnout and a great 

mee�ng. A report of the mee�ng is 

included elsewhere in this newsle'er.  

   Ken Jessen organized a member trip 

to Como for the Boreas Pass open day. 

We toured the depot and roundhouse 

and travelled the Pass all the way to 

Breckenridge. Ken has included a re-

port in this newsle'er. 

   A reminder that the next mee�ng is 

at Robert and Sally Linton’s home. 

Robert has been very busy since his 

layout was almost completely oblite-

rated when a mature tree was 

(inten�onally) removed from his yard. I 

believe that Robert felt that having a 

specimen tree was not really worth all 

the trouble with sap and falling leaves. 

I have to admit that I had the same 

problems with my previous layout and 

have since advised against planning a 

layout below trees. A shame, because 

a layout around or through trees al-

ways seems to look so a'rac�ve. A 

reminder to those of us planning a new 

layout – avoid the trees – Alberta 

Spruce excused. 

   Robert’s railroad mee�ng day prom-

ises to be a highlight. Robert has rede-

signed his layout so he can run three 

trains on three different levels at the 

same �me. As he only has two hands 

he’s using Del’s automa�c train control 

(All Purpose Train Control) on the third 

track to enable starts and stops to be 

automa�c. 

   On a personal note, I have completed 

and had a first run over my “logging 

line”. My layout only really allowed a 

single train to run at any one �me. By 

building an extra circle of track at a 

higher level, I am able to run two trains 

at once and keep interest for the ob-

server. I have s�ll to �dy up and re-

plant the landscape but I’m quite 

pleased with the result so far. I had a 

program in my mind to finish this for 

the Conven�on so I’m well ahead of 

schedule. If anyone would like to visit 

please let me know and I’ll organize a 

running session.  

   Gary Wood has kindly promised to 

assist me with opera�ng the layout 

during the Conven�on so he and I 

need to get together for a serious 

“punch list” session. Members exhib-

i�ng at the Conven�on probably need 

to organize an assistant to either run 

trains or talk to visitors – you can’t do 

both yourself - as I have learned to my 

cost! It is also a good idea to run your 

trains for a few hours exactly how you 

intend to exhibit during the Conven-

�on – surprising how this seems to 

highlight the problems. Stuff gets un-

coupled, or runs out of ba'ery power, 

short circuits or derails where it never 

has in the past – good to get that sort-

ed before the mass of visitors.  

   We s�ll need a member to occasion-

ally check Fred Mann’s layout and to 

look a<er it on Conven�on day.  

   Please note the “NCGR Calendar” 

sec�on at the foot of this newsle'er 

where you will find club happenings 

for the rest of the year and other 

events of interest. Del updates the 

web site for latest events and dates so 

let him know anything that 

might be of interest. 

    

            Club CarClub CarClub CarClub Car    
Chris Reid 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Current Membership 
Paid members     41 
Honorary Members        2 
 
Financials Sep 1, 2021 
Income                     $10.00 
Expenses                  $70.00 
Bank                    $3,547.00 
Petty Cash                 $30.00 

Next MeetingNext MeetingNext MeetingNext Meeting    
 

Robert Linton 
1501 Peterson St. 
Fort Collins, CO 

 
Wednesday, Sep 15th 

 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 
Light supper, snacks, drinks 

Trains start running at 6:00 pm 
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Meeting NotesMeeting NotesMeeting NotesMeeting Notes    
 

Chris Reid 

showed a few of us this layout which 

was of interest to those of us that need 

a railroad “fix” during winter months! 

   Robert Linton outlined what DGRS 

members were doing for next year’s 

Conven�on. Updated photographs of 

all of our eleven layouts are required 

by DGRS for publicity purposes as soon 

as available. Del requested that these 

be sent to him for inclusion on our own 

website and he will forward appropri-

ate photos to DGRS. 

   Sterling asked whether the club was 

going to exhibit at the Train Collectors 

Associa�on show at Larimer County 

Fairground in November. Robert said 

he was organizing this but would need 

volunteers to man the exhibit, 

set up etc. 

August mee	ng 
 

   The August mee�ng was held at 

Mark and Jayne Sears home. Jayne 

provided us with Sloppy Joes and cook-

ies and we were all very apprecia�ve. 

We had a great turnout and it was nice 

to see members we hadn’t seen all 

year. The weather cooperated which 

reminded us of the satura�ng rain that 

fell during Mark’s last mee�ng. 

   Mark explained his thinking behind 

his railroad which runs completely 

around his backyard with some 250 <. 

of main line, in addi�on to a separate 

elevated line adjacent to his Koi pond. 

His original intent had been to run 

ba'ery power as he had purchased 

two used locos already ouDi'ed with 

ba'eries and sound systems. To be 

super safe he screwed all rail joints to 

ensure that things didn’t come apart. 

This had the advantage that he can 

now run track powered locos as well – 

best of both worlds. Mark has an 

amazing collec�on of locos and cars, all 

housed within his very imposing pur-

pose built train shed. 

   He admi'ed that his biggest regret 

was not eleva�ng the track off the 

ground even a<er Terl (remember 

Terl ?) had repeatedly advised him. He 

also regre'ed using OSB as construc-

�on material for the roadbed on his 

pond railroad. 

   Mark’s ballas�ng method was inter-

es�ng. He constructed a wooden box 

that delivers ballast in a more con-

trolled fashion, building up the sides in 

a uniform manner. 

   In addi�on to his two outside garden 

railways, he also has an extensive H0 

railway in the basement which includes 

numerous references to Fort Collins 

and Front Range landmarks. He 
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Mark Sears, Fort Collins, CO   

Rocky Mountain Train Club Excursion at the Colorado 

Railroad Museum, May 15th, 2021. 

Ken Jessen and Sco' Kretschmer photographing the 

double header. 
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Newsle�ers from 

Other Clubs 
are on the website 

 

NCGR/Members Only/ 

Newsle�ers from Other Clubs 

 
Sat, Oct 2nd 

7:30 a.m. 
 

Loveland 
Perkins 

A Day on the Derwent 

Valley Light Railway 
By Kenneth Jessen 

 
Sat, Sep 11th 

7:30 a.m. 
 

Fort Collins 
Breakfast Club 

Layout Photos 

for the 

2022 Conven	on ? 
 

Send them to 

DelTapparo@comcast.net for in-

clusion on your Member’s Layout 

page.  

 

 

   I was making sales calls in the U.K. for 

Hewle'-Packard in June 1977, and 

li'le did I know it was Queen Elizabeth 

II’s silver jubilee. With Bri�sh polite-

ness, they told me to get lost for four 

days. The first thing that came to mind 

was steam! I wanted to see the Na�on-

al Railway Museum in York. The staff 

tried to book a place for me in York, 

but all accommoda�ons were filled. 

They found a country loca�on called 

the Beechwood Close, and it could not 

have been be'er. It had been a horse 

racetrack, and had a large open mead-

ow behind the building surrounded by 

a dense forest. Rooms were �nny, but 

breakfast and dinner were excellent. It 

was, however, a two mile walk into 

York, but what the heck, I had already 

climbed many mountains! 

 

   In the evening, they opened their 

pub that a'racted locals, and I learned 

about how to reach the Yorkshire 

Moors Railway. This required a rental 

car. The first roundabout sent me into 

near cardiac arrest. A<er not killing 

anyone during the day, I got some ex-

cellent shots of this all steam railroad. 

But what really intrigued me was the 

Derwent Valley Light Railway just east 

of the city center.  

 

   The following day, I found its termi-

nus with an an�que 0-6-0 locomo�ve 

steaming in front of two equally an-

�que coaches. The cars were filled with 

rail fans, part of a trust to keep the line 

opera�ng on weekends. Off we went 

and a<er a while, we stopped in a 

beau�ful field. The fireman got out, 

opened a gate and the driver pulled 

ahead as the gate was closed behind 

us. This opera�on was required several 

�mes in this trip up the bucolic Der-

went Valley surrounded by several high 

mountains, some quite rugged. To me, 

this was real rail fanning. 
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Ken Jessen, Loveland, CO 

   In perfect weather, Chris Reid, Sterling Myers, Ken and Karen KaLa, and I had a great day at Boreas Pass Railroad Days on 

August 21 star�ng at Como. Due to a broken piston, Klondike Kate just sat on the turntable. Sterling Myers is shown reading 

a sign in the stone roundhouse. We had lunch at Rocky Point on the way to the sec�on house at the top of the pass. Chris 

Reid (le<) and Sterling Myers are shown walking the sample narrow gauge track aid around the bend at Rocky Point.  

 

 

 

 

   On Labor Day, for the benefit of resi-

dents of the Good Samaritan Village in 

Loveland, we held an opera�ng ses-

sion. NCGR member Jim Mount has 

been heading up the crea�on of the 

garden railroad with many new build-

ings rounding out much of the work. 

Plants will be added later.  
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Steve Andersen, Estes Park, CO 

   I’m geMng ready for my open house on 9/25 & 26 , from 4 to 6 pm, the same days as the 24th Annual “Rails in the Rock-

ies“ at the Estes Park Event Center, Stanley Fairgrounds, Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 9-4. 

   My track and infrastructure maintenance is star�ng from both ends and working towards the center, star�ng with Tobog-

gan Hill, the 21% grade which runs from the house deck down to trackage on the N fence. I consider it to be a test track of 

sorts; it’s too steep for revenue trains, but it’s fun to run the one locomo�ve (some�mes two) that will make it up some-

what consistently. Going down, it’s a controlled slide... a toboggan run. 

 

 

   I made two removable roofed structures for train storage on 

the front deck. One is through trackage; the other is stub end. 

   The Polar Express train runs on ba'eries, with sound, and is 

radio controlled. Opera�onally, it works very well on ancient 

rusty steel Bachman track. The other deck trackage is brass 

LGB, and most o<en runs with track power. 

I like being able to run different trains in various seMngs 

around the house, depending on the weather, �me con-

straints, and my mood. Being able to make a choice makes it 

easier to operate trains more o<en. 

Jim Mount, Loveland, CO 

   The members of the Good Samaritan Model Railroad Club in Loveland have 

been working diligently on building our  garden railroad. The 20 by 30 foot area 

elevated about 2 feet above ground level was completed in late May. Since 

then, our club members have prepared the ground, dug and ballasted the road-

bed, and installed one loop of track and a passing siding. We held our "Golden 

Spike" ceremony on July 14th to officially open the railroad. We've spent the 

last six weeks installing our village and beginning the process of landscaping. We 

have a long way to go, but we have made great progress thanks to the help and 

generosity of many people, especially members of the NCGR. It's a bit prema-

ture, but we hope to have members of the NCGR over for a tour before the end 

of the season. Stay tuned and thank you all for your help. 
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Brian Moon, Fort Collins, CO 

   It is with great sa�sfac�on that I present some photos of the recently completed mainline that encircles the town and 

streetcar line which is an independent loop. This is a huge achievement as I have spent many years geMng to this point. I 

will be making real progress soon and will be pos�ng many more photos and drawings. 
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Del Tapparo, Windsor, CO 

No trains, but always entertaining living on a golf course ... 

 

This balloon nearly landed on the golf course, then went back up, just 

cleared the houses, and must have landed in a street? 

 

 

 

Linda found one of her pots 

on the deck has been recently 

decorated ! A hole in one ! 

 

 

Our deck also provides a great view of fireworks at the Ranch. 
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NCGR Calendar  

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month. 
Bring something to share for “Show & Tell”.  Please wear your name badges.  Guests are always welcome.  

Date Event Details 

9-11 Hobo Breakfast—Fort Collins Breakfast Club 7:30 

9-15 Monthly Outdoor Mee�ng Robert Linton, Fort Collins 

10-20 
Monthly  

Outdoor/Indoor Mee�ng 
Shawn Elworthy, Windsor 

11-17 Monthly Indoor Mee�ng TBD 

12 No mee�ng in December Christmas Holidays 

6-19 thru 

6-25 2022 
NGRC Denver  

9-25,26 
Rails in the Rockies 

& Steve Andersen Open House 

Estes Park Events Center www.RailsInTheRockies.org 

Steve Andersen  418 Columbine Ave. 

11-27,28 
Rocky Mountain Holiday Train 

Show 

The Ranch in Loveland 

www.RMDToyTrains.org 

11-6 Ken KaLa Open House 14450 CR 88, Pierce, CO 

10-2 Hobo Breakfast—Loveland Perkins 7:30 

11-6 Hobo Breakfast—Fort Collins Breakfast Club 7:30 

NCGR Contact Info   

Dues are $25/year/family, renewable each December. 

Acting President Chris Reid cjReid7@gmail.com 970-443-2704 

Secretary/Treasurer Chris Reid cjReid7@gmail.com 970-443-2704 

Director Mark Sears MarkESears1@msn.com 970-226-1949 

Past President Robert Linton rjLinton1@gmail.com 970-420-0451  

Librarian Chris Reid cjReid7@gmail.com 970-443-2704 

Publications Del Tapparo DelTapparo@comcast.net 970-581-3567 

Webmaster Del Tapparo DelTapparo@comcast.net 970-581-3567 

Facebook Admin Mark Goldrich mGoldrich@thegroupinc.com 970-218-1930 

DGRS Liaison Robert Linton rjLinton1@gmail.com 970-420-0451  

Mailing Address 
NCGR c/o 
Chris Reid 

3740 Braidwood Dr. 
Fort Collins, CO  80524 

 

Programs Mark Sears MarkESears1@msn.com 970-226-1949 

Train Shows 
Robert Linton 
Mike Shelton 

rjLinton1@gmail.com 
Mike@eventemsofcolorado.com 

970-420-0451 
720-442-2867  


