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Conductor’s CornerConductor’s CornerConductor’s CornerConductor’s Corner    
Fred Mann 

President 

   Happy New Year! Here's hoping that 

2021 is a much be�er year than 2020. 

Just to refresh everyone's memory, we 

did accomplish a couple of things this 

last year. First, we a�ended the Rocky 

Mountain Train Show in March in Den-

ver. And, a lot of you helped with that 

show (thanks!). We made contact with 

a couple of perspec0ve members, and 

although the virus was beginning to 

surface at that 0me, we all managed to 

stay healthy (at least, as far as I know). 

Shortly a2er that, we canceled all in-

person mee0ngs and moved to a Zoom 

mee0ng every other week. Although 

we don't have quite as many members 

a�end our Zoom mee0ngs as we typi-

cally see at our in-person mee0ngs, we 

are s0ll giving each of us the oppor-

tunity to visit with other members, and 

answer hobby ques0ons. Also, we 

elected Mark Sears for a second term 

as club Director (thanks, Mark). 

   Just in case you put off paying your 

club dues for a later 0me, it is now 

0me (actually, past the deadline) to do 

so. As you likely have heard by now, 

we decided to lower our dues this year 

to $10 due to the virus. So, if you have-

n't already done so, please mail your 

check, made out to Northern Colorado 

Garden Railroaders, to Chris Reid. His 

address is 3740 Braidwood Drive in 

Fort Collins, 80524. If you do not plan 

to con0nue to be part of our club, I 

would appreciate a quick email le?ng 

me know why you have decided not to 

con0nue. And, star0ng on February 1
st

, 

those that haven't paid will be 

dropped from our emails, and you will 

no longer have access to the members 

only sec0on of our web site (including 

access to our newsle�ers). 

   We have had an informa0ve discus-

sion via email on how air brakes work. 

Thank you, Sterling, for beginning the 

discussion with your Lionel Magazine 

ar0cle. I certainly learned some things 

about air brakes. Thank you all that 

contributed to this email exchange. 

   Our next Zoom mee0ng will be on 

Wednesday, January 13
th

 star0ng at 

7:00. I will send out an invita0on with 

the login and password on Tuesday for 

that mee0ng.  

Chris Reid—Treasurer   
   In accordance with club policy, 

unpaid dues for 2021 as of Feb 1st 

will be assumed to be a lapsed 

member, and will no longer receive 

club no�fica�ons or newsle�ers.  

   

   While I appreciate the generosity, 

would you please make checks out 

to NCGR and not me - Thank you  

Please Pay 
Your 2021 Dues 
 
 
 
 
 

 Only $10 
(Due to Covid-19) 

Past Due 
 

Mail your check 
(payable to NCGR) 

to 
Chris Reid 

3740 Braidwood Dr. 
Fort Collins, CO 

80524 

Next MeetingNext MeetingNext MeetingNext Meeting    
Zoom MeetingsZoom MeetingsZoom MeetingsZoom Meetings    

    Every Two WeeksEvery Two WeeksEvery Two WeeksEvery Two Weeks  
Wednesdays 

7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Zoom invitations will 
be sent via e-mail. 

Newsle�ers from 

Other Clubs 
are on the website 

 

NCGR/Members Only/ 

Newsle�ers from Other Clubs 

Welcome New Members 

Kevin & Allison Strong 
Centennial 

Jim & Pat Mount 

Loveland 
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currency and hence the need to use 

whatever was available, hence coal. 

   The railway I am modeling is one of 

the secondary lines that roughly paral-

leled the main line from London to 

Bristol (Brunel’s Great Western). Alt-

hough I have not tried to depict an 

actual sta0on, the landscaping is sup-

posed to be typical of the area that 

this railway passed through. 

   Secondary lines were built and main-

tained to take main line trains, as the 

requirement was always to be able to 

divert trains in an emergency situa0on 

or when track maintenance was re-

quired. You also have to remember 

that we are in the late 50’s and early 

   The cold over the last few weeks has 

been keeping me indoors and I took 

the opportunity to work on my indoor 

layout. This is 4mm scale (00) and de-

picts the English Cotswold scene in the 

late 50’s and early 60’s. This was a 

0me of changeover from steam to die-

sel and was the 0me when I was an 

enthusias0c “train spo�er” (rail fan?). 

   The changeover to diesel and electric 

was later than in the USA as the UK 

had abundant supplies of coal and (at 

the 0me), no oil. A2er WW2 there had 

been a drama0c devalua0on of the 

currency, causing a shortage of foreign 

Wikipedia … 

4 mm scale is the most popular model 

railway scale used in the United Kingdom. 

The term refers to the use of 4 millimeters 

on the model equa0ng to a distance of 1 

foot (305 mm) on the prototype (1:76.2). It 

is also used for military modelling.  

My English OO Scale 

Model Railway 
By Chris Reid 

60’s and most people s0ll used the 

train to visit rela0ves or get to their 

vaca0on des0na0on and peak 0me 

trains were o2en rerouted during holi-

day periods. 

   What you call short lines were 

“branch” lines and I depict a branch 

line from the sta0on. This gives me the 

opportunity to use small 1930’s diesel 

railcars, one of which you can see in 

the branch plaNorm. These branch 

lines were almost always single track 

and many of them were discon0nued 

in the 60’s. (Now everyone wishes 

(Continued on page 3) 
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freight stock was in those days. 

   The layout runs on DCC – something I 

am s0ll struggling with. Remembering 

which loco has which address is always 

a challenge. One of the alleged ad-

vantages of DCC is to be able to run 

mul0ple trains on the layout at the 

they were back, to sa0sfy the need for 

more sustainable transport). 

   My railway is a typical small town 

sta0on with facili0es for goods 

(freight) – coal and ca�le being the 

main requirement as well as passen-

gers from the local village.  

   The layout is con0nuous, running 

around the room which is 22’0” x 8’0” 

although one side has the track and 

hidden sidings below a workbench. 

   Because I am modeling the loco 

changeover period, I can run both post 

and pre war steam locos as well as the 

recently introduced diesel hydraulics. I 

have to admit that I was not over keen 

on the la�er at the 0me – they didn’t 

smell right! Now however, even the 

diesel hydraulics are no more and I feel 

somewhat privileged to have seen 

their brief lives. I even have on order a 

model of the 1947 gas turbine locomo-

0ve which was s0ll running (just) in 

1959. I saw it only once; the noise was 

something you don’t forget - a bit like 

a Harrier taking off ver0cally from a 

local field!  

   My next job is to tone down the 

freight stock to look a bit more like the 

dilapidated state that the railway 

(Continued from page 2) 

same 0me. However, this does not 

take into account the forgeNulness of 

the train operator - and remembering 

the address of a par0cular loco barrel-

ing down on an already overcrowded 

sta0on is interes0ng and 

not a li�le stressful.   

   Fi?ng the necessary 

decoders to these locos 

takes a lot of 0me and 

good eyesight. I have built 

up my collec0on of locos 

over many years and most 

of them are not fi�ed 

with handy 8 pin sockets 

so a small soldering iron 

and pa0ence is how it’s 

done. How do N scale 

modelers manage? 

   Remind me - why did I need 23 locos 

for a small country sta0on? 
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Ads will be posted for 1 month only ! 

Please resubmit your ad if not sold. 

FOR SALE 

OR 

SWAP 

John Arends ... 

Aristocra2 curved track #11600, 16" 

used outside. 12 sec0ons @ $7 each. 

Aristo curved track Euro type, 8 -12" 

sec0ons $5 each. 

Aristo straight track Euro type, 11 - 

12" sec0ons $5 each. 

Aristo straight track U S type, 4-12" 

sec0ons $5 each. 

Aristo straight track Euro type, 10 - 2 

2. sec0ons, some were soldered 

together, $13 each. 

Aristo Le2 Hand Electric Switch 12" 

@ $35. 

LGB Le2 Hand Manual Switch, 12" 

and tarnished, $15. 

LGB Le2 Hand Electric Switch R3, 

22.5 has one rail missing but will 

include a 16" LGB sec0on of track to 

restore it, $55. 

 

j_jncdsf@msn.com or 970-219-1841 

Kenneth Jessen’s plan for his Country Home project 

Ken Jessen ... 

I am giving away two homes. They are probably Picos. Must come to my house 

for pick up. Condi0on is fair.  kennethjessen@comcast.net 

We welcome a few words, a few 
words with a photo, or a full 
blown article on any topic related 
to garden railroading submitted 
via e-mail as a text file with at-
tached .jpg photos. 
 

Publish  
Your 

Projects ! 
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NCGR Christmas 2005 
 

by Del Tapparo 

   One idea for a layout might be two trains 

(perhaps a train and a trolley) opera�ng on 

loops built at different levels (perhaps 12” – 

16” apart). The trains could perhaps have 

interval sta�on stop-accelera�on-

decelera�on, thus providing a great spot 

for a sta�on scene. The start/stop also 

minimizes the “trains running in a circle” 

reac�on. I could provide my RigiDuo cable 

car (I have the Christmas version) to elec-

tronically run up and down above the face 

of the mountain. Mountains could be built 

from 2” expanded foam board layered and 

glued together, a good opportunity to work 

with a hot knife. The mountain aspect 

would lend itself to building a trestle and 

overpass. Scenery could be sculpted (I know 

HO model railroaders who have great expe-

rience here) and snow could cover much of 

the scenery. Club members could provide 

structures and perhaps even add Christmas 

details for the show. Signage could be 

made on a computer to have some fun and 

add some local flavor.  

————————————————— 

And from the Dec 2005 NCGR Time Table  

————————————————— 

Museum Project Completed Ahead of 

Schedule 

   Without requiring “over�me” for any 

crews, the project’s “B&B” gang turned 

over the controls for the “Holiday Central” 

   Christmas of 2005 was a fun one for 

NCGR. Here is a recap of our Museum 

project. Bruce Maxwell and Bob Ferre-

ro did the bulk of the construc�on. Del 

Tapparo did the electrical controls. 

Mark Goldrich organized and assisted, 

as did many other club members.  

 

   The Fort Collins Museum folks built us 

an enclosure. Bruce Maxwell built all of 

the basic structure plus the fabulous 

mountains. As I remember, the lower 

level was a train running on a loop 

with a �mer. The upper track was a 

back ‘n forth trolley, on the same �m-

er. And the “Tram” went up and down 

the mountain. Kids pushed the Train 

and Tram bu�ons to start the trains. 

————————————————— 

Here is an excerpt from the Aug 2005 

NCGR Time Table … 

————————————————— 

   Our club has been invited to par�cipate in 

a Railroad themed feature exhibit at the 

Fort Collins Museum. The exhibit runs from 

Thanksgiving through the New Year. Sever-

al members have expressed an interest in 

building this ½” scale layout and I’d like to 

toss out some ideas to get us started.  

   The space we have been allo�ed is within 

a room with windows on two sides, a fully 

enclosed area of 8F. x 9F. This room will be 

within a secure building and will also serve 

to keep stray hands off the track. What I 

see as important here is that we could be 

willing to loan the layout structures, equip-

ment etc. (usually stored this �me of year) 

without much need for concern for their 

safety. 

   The proposed area poses some problems 

with grades, track radius, access, etc. I also 

feel what we build must be reliable, and 

easy to operate and maintain. What comes 

to mind in this space is a mountain scene, 

with a steep eleva�on change from front to 

back. I think the train opera�on should 

include some hidden track to create further 

interest. I would also like to see lighted 

buildings (the room ligh�ng is perfect for 

this) and perhaps some anima�on. 

The Fort Collins Museum “Playing Trains” exhibit features our project railroad. I 

think we will all agree that it turned out to be be.er than anyone expected. 

to the museum staff at midday on Thurs-

day, Dec. 17. This gave them an extra day 

and a half to finish up their displays, with-

out all of our tools and supplies in the way. 

We came in ahead of schedule and under 

budget. The ini�al reac�on of the museum 

staff has been amazement. All wish they 

could find a way to keep it aFer the holi-

days, but their storage space is already 

overcrowded and it would be difficult to 

remove intact. They have plans, however, 

for a new railroad in a new museum which 

is already on the drawing boards. Our crea-

�on is definitely a “hit”! 

   Thanks to the following who contributed 

�me, materials, labor, and crea�vity to 

make the project a success: Ek Barsch, Bob 

Ferrero, Ed Frey, Glenn Goff, Mark Goldrich, 

Paul Huff, Ken KaNa, Bruce Maxwell, Dave 

Presley, Bill Rodman, Del Tapparo, and Dick 

Schmidt, from the local HO club, who was 

our “indoor scenery” resource. In addi�on 

to �me spent at the Museum, many of 

these folks spent a great deal of �me in 

their home shops crea�ng things which 

appear in the finished exhibit. We couldn’t 

have done it without a lot of help. Literally 

hundreds of volunteer hours were logged. 

The payback will be the smiles on the faces 

of our visitors, and a lot of public good will 

toward our club! 
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 1. The roof structure was complet-

ed first. The ridge was made from a 

2x2 cut at 40 degrees and glued 

back to back to form a roof peak of 

80 degrees. The gables were cut 

from a 1x8 and screwed to the 

ends of the roof peak. The soffits 

were chamfered at 40 degrees and 

cut to length and screwed to the 

bo�om of the gables. This forms a 

ridged structure. 

2. Common cedar shims were used for the roof itself. On 

the gables, ver0cal quarter inch decora0ve cedar strips 

were applied. The complete roof was treated with dark 

walnut stain followed by polyurethane. 

3. The completed roof is inverted to apply the top frame 

for the building. The frame is made of three quarter inch 

by three quarter inch strips. 

A Country Home 
 

by Kenneth Jessen 

 

The completed structure. 
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4. The complete frame is made to the height of the 

building, in this case 10 feet to a scale of 1:20. 

5. The sides of the building are also made from cedar 

shims. The door and windows are 0ghtly fi�ed into the 

shims such that they are held in place by fric0on. All of 

the sides are glued and also held by brads. The roof is 

held to the top of the frame by dogs that center the roof 

to the frame. This allows the roof to be removed at any 

point during construc0on.  

6. The building is painted with a heavy acrylic, weath-

ered and coated with polyurethane. Pastels are used for 

weathering. 

7. The porch and its separate roof are constructed sepa-

rately then mated to the building. 

8. 37 degree wedges are used on the main roof to pro-

vide an a�achment point for the porch. 
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Winter has arrived at Mountain Pride (Kenneth Jessen) 

Ray Hoppes, Loveland, CO   

This is how I installed my G-Scale Graphics RailBoss 4 control and a My-

LocoSound sound board in my LGB Modul tender. 

Del Tapparo, Windsor, CO   

   I had a very busy December, part 

of which involved Beta tes0ng a 

new Steam board for My-

LocoSound. This is a major change. 

It has a bunch of new sounds; coal 

shoveling, rod clank, and more. 

Even a new “All Aboard” call rec-

orded by our own Robert Linton. 

But the best addi0on is 3 new rec-

orded steam whistles, which are 

orders of magnitude be�er sound-

ing than the exis0ng synthesized 

whistles. The new boards should be 

available in January. Same low 

price of $89. Sorry, but current 

boards are not upgradable to this 

change. 

   I also took on some locomo0ve 

repairs for JAX  Outdoor Gear Farm 

& Ranch. They have G scale trains 

running in some of their stores, 

and had accumulated a bunch of 

dead or crippled locos. Some were 

beyond repair, but I got some go-

ing again.  

   And I finally completed Robert’s 

LGB Mogul conversion. More later.. 

Sco� Kretschmer 

Loveland, CO   
Merry Christmas ! 
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            Club CarClub CarClub CarClub Car    
Chris Reid 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Current Membership 
Paid members 2020          41 
Paid members 2021     16 
Honorary Members        1 
 
Financials for Dec 2020 
Income                   $155.00 
Expenses                  $16.12 
Bank                     $3514.46 
Petty Cash                  $0.00 

Bill Brayden, Fort Collins, CO   
   Santa has some new elves on the 

Christmas Train this year. My son 

was looking online for G-Scale stuff 

for me for a Christmas gi2 and ran 

across these “elves” on the Only 

Trains website. He said “I don’t 

know what these are for but you 

need them for the Christmas 

Train!” Ha! I put them on the 

Christmas Train and ran trains on 

Christmas Eve. 

Steve Haskew, Lyons, CO   
   Happy New Year Everyone! It's 

nice to have a hobby that we can 

fall back on during these 

0mes. Even though we have not 

been able to run trains outside, 

there are other projects that can 

occupy our 0me. I have one of the 

old LGB Moguls that I am modify-

ing and will put one of Del's Rail 

Boss in along with a Phoenix Sound 

System which it already had. I 

would like to add a Spark Arrester 

and Bear Trap Stack if anyone 

wants to sell one or knows of one 

for sale somewhere, let me know.   

Andrew Holbrook, Sidney, NE 
   I thought you all might get a kick out of this Lionel I just went through. 3 win-

dow cab and the tender has a motor that drives a two tone whistle.  Very fun! 

Jim Mount, Loveland, CO   
   My name is Jim Mount. My wife - 

Peggy - and I moved to Good Sa-

maritan Society-Loveland Village 

last June from Estes Park. We have 

started a railroad club at our facili-

ty and plan to build a garden rail-

road on our campus. Although I 

have no experience with G gauge, I 

have quite a bit of experience with 

HO and HOn3. Thanks to Ken 

Jessen, I am now a member of the 

NCGR club. Since we are star0ng 

our garden railroad from scratch 

with li�le or no experience, I want-

ed to let all the NCGR members 

know that we welcome any and all 

advice you may be able to offer. I'll 

do an update of our progress for 

the next Time Table. Meanwhile, 

please feel free to contact me at 

jpmount65@gmail.com.   
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NCGR Calendar  

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month. 
Bring something to share for “Show & Tell”.  Please wear your name badges.  Guests are always welcome.  

Date Event Details 

 
Physical Meetings are 
on hold ! 

Virtual Meetings every Two Weeks, 
Wednesday Nights, for now. 
You will be notified via e-mail. 

   

   

   

   

   

NCGR Contact Info   

Dues are $25/year/family, renewable each December. 

President Fred Mann Fredmco@comcast.net 970-493-5215 

Secretary/Treasurer Chris Reid cjReid7@gmail.com 970-443-2704 

Director Mark Sears MarkESears1@msn.com 970-226-1949 

Past President Robert Linton rjLinton1@gmail.com 970-420-0451  

Librarian Chris Reid cjReid7@gmail.com 970-443-2704 

Publications Del Tapparo DelTapparo@comcast.net 970-581-3567 

Webmaster Del Tapparo DelTapparo@comcast.net 970-581-3567 

Facebook Admin Mark Goldrich mGoldrich@thegroupinc.com 970-218-1930 

DGRS Liaison Robert Linton rjLinton1@gmail.com 970-420-0451  

Mailing Address 
NCGR c/o 
Chris Reid 

3740 Braidwood Dr. 
Fort Collins, CO  80524 

 

Programs Mark Sears MarkESears1@msn.com 970-226-1949 

Train Shows 
Robert Linton 
Mike Shelton 

rjLinton1@gmail.com 
Mike@eventemsofcolorado.com 

970-420-0451 
720-442-2867  


